
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 

  

  Revelation 22:17
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prophet, saying, “The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, Because He has 

anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent me to heal 

the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery 

of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; To 

proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” This passage clearly speaks 

of evangelism—“preaching the gospel”—and social justice—“to set 

at liberty those who are oppressed”. Together. Jesus doesn’t separate 

social justice and evangelism when it comes to his ministry so why 

should we?

I am both proud and humbled by the history and vision of the Luke-Acts 

tradition that has been lived out at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. For 

decades our graduates have gone around the world sharing the name 

of Jesus Christ, while at the same time they have worked for justice, 

loved kindness, and walked with those who are suffering. This issue 

of our Panorama magazine gives you just a glimpse of some of these 

ministries. 

Evangelism and social justice: this was the ministry that Jesus called his 

disciples to 2000 years ago. This is the ministry to which Jesus calls us 

today. May we be so bold as to live out our lives faithful to this calling. 

In Christ,

the Rev. Dr. William J. Carl iii
President and Professor of Homiletics

Dear Friends,

lEttER FRoM thE PRESiDENt

D
uring the recent break between our second and third 

terms of study at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 

58 students and faculty members traveled to various 

places around the world to participate in cross cultural 

experiences. As always, these groups participated 

in wide ranging experiences. As an example, one group traveled to 

Southeast Asia to continue to build relationships in a community where 

until recently nobody had ever heard of Jesus Christ. Another group of 

students traveled to the US-Mexico border where they spent one week 

learning about immigration, witnessing the pain of the people caught 

up in this issue. Two other groups went to Nepal and Egypt learning 

about ministry and mission in those countries. 

This broad spectrum of mission opportunities is very much appropriate 

for this seminary, particularly in light of the fifth point of our vision 

statement which states that we want to prepare pastors and 

leaders who are “mission-minded advocates who delight in 

both evangelism and social justice ministries, which are neither 

conservative nor liberal because Jesus never labeled them that way since 

both represent the Gospel as in the Luke-Acts tradition.” 

The 20th century was not helpful in this debate. “Evangelism” became 

a word that was aligned with those on the right while “social justice” 

was for those on the left. What were we thinking? When I look at 

Scripture, it is very clear that this division is mistaken. We need to 

return to Scripture like Luke 4:18-19, when Jesus quotes Isaiah the 
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letter from the editor

chapel services and continuing education presentations to enjoy. over 

the coming months, we will be producing a number of short video 

interviews with faculty and students to be posted online. articles and 

press releases are also available for you to read. Look for the white 

arrow symbol throughout the pages of this magazine and then visit the 

website for more in-depth material.

 

In addition to the website, our connections continue to grow 

stronger through the explosion of popularity in social networking. 

PTS graduating classes from as far back as the class of 1952 have a 

presence on Facebook. our 1952 grad is part of the fastest growing 

segments of Facebook users—those older than 55. If you are on 

Facebook and a Pittsburgh Seminary graduate, make sure that you have 

linked your profile to your PTS graduating class. EVErYonE is welcome 

and encouraged to become a “fan” of PTS on Facebook. Simply type 

Pittsburgh Seminary in the search bar on the top of your Facebook 

homepage and become a fan. Press releases, latest news, and photos 

are posted on the fan page. Last week alone, the fan page had more 

than 700 visits! and of course, for those of you who are Twittering, you 

can catch the Seminary’s tweets by following pghseminary. That’s us! 

 

I love the picture of water and the scripture passage that was chosen 

for the front of this issue. It reminds me that our graduates go out 

from here to both offer the “cup of cold water” and the “living water” 

in Jesus’ name. as always, we hope that you enjoy the stories found 

within these pages and that you will find your own ministry encouraged 

by them. 

the rev. lisa m. dormire ’86
Vice President for Seminary relations

i 
can’t believe that spring has (finally!) arrived on our campus after 

what seemed to be a long and particularly brutal winter. Before 

we know it, the class of 2010 will march across the platform to 

receive their diplomas and then go out to those places around 

the world where God will call them to ministry and service. 

In this issue, we are pleased to share several stories of students and 

graduates—who as we aspire in our vision statement—are “mission-

minded advocates who delight in both evangelism and social 

justice ministries.” as always, we hope that you enjoy these stories 

and find your own ministry encouraged by them.

 

Perhaps you have noticed that an unusual amount of time has gone 

by since you last received an issue of Panorama. This is not your 

imagination! rising print and postage costs, along with a commitment 

to practicing faithful stewardship of our resources, have led us to cut 

back production and distribution to just three issues a year rather than 

four. Two of these issues are general Panorama magazine issues like 

this one, while the third is our annual Celebration of Giving and year in 

review publication. 

 

Even while our print materials will be delivered to your mailbox less 

frequently, we believe that we are more in touch with our alumnae/i 

and friends than we have ever been in the past. We have taken big 

steps in the area of web publication and greater things are planned in 

the near future. We hope that you will visit www.pts.edu on a regular 

basis to enjoy the variety of materials available for you. From the front 

page you will find a wealth of audio and visual materials from recent 

Evangelism and Social Justice
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CuRRiCuLum SynThESiS: 
Why SoCiaL JuSTiCE and 
EvangELiSm aRE ThE SamE

P
rior to matriculating at seminary, I was aware of the terms 

“evangelism” and “social justice.” I had heard of both; 

and to my knowledge, I was in need of neither. After all, 

I was going to seminary in order to learn how to properly 

dispense these items among those who did need them—a 

delicate balance of each that would produce faith in God and worldly 

comfort at the ideal 51-49 ratio. 

The word on the streets was that most churches apparently gravitate 

toward one end or the other of a social justice-evangelism continuum. 

During my lengthy call discernment process, I had learned that when a 

continuum is presented, I should already have a pretty good idea of my 

location on it. In fact, I developed a heuristic device to help me out. 

If the worldwide body of Christ were on a left-to-right theological 

continuum oddly similar to a map of Pennsylvania, then the PC(USA) 

would be Allegheny County. PTS would be conveniently located at 

616 N. Highland Ave. Some other PC(USA) seminaries would be at the 

airport boarding a flight for Cleveland. As for me, I’d be playing golf at 

Oakmont (yes, heuristic devices can also be fantasies).

But I digress. In the context of the PC(USA), I had been located on the 

rightward end. Once I learned the code words for that end, I realized 

that the ways these words got interpreted could paint me as being 

merely an evangelist, and not socially just. 

Such is the conditioning of the American mind. We are trained to think 

in terms of duality. But to my relief, God worked through my seminary 

journey. In particular, a simultaneous reading of Howard Thurman’s 

Jesus and the Disinherited and David Bosch’s Transforming Mission for 

two different classes was a wonderful thing. It seemed that true social 

justice should be accompanied by evangelism, and evangelism must 

compel one to seek social justice. Neither social justice nor evangelism 

are genuine unless they are in concert with one another. 

Unfortunately, this still doesn’t help us much with the semantics. The 

words, “social justice” and “evangelism” are nothing if not put into 

action. Therefore in evaluating the necessity of each in God’s mission, 

we must consider the purposes and results of each.

We may start with evangelism, the proclamation of the Good News. 

Or, in some terms, it is the conversion that thus results. As good 

stewards of the Reformed tradition (most of us, at least), we recognize 

that the proclamation of the Gospel is done through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, active in the spoken Word and in the ears of the listener. 

Moreover, conversion is also the work of the Holy Spirit, who orients 

the hearer toward Jesus Christ. This act of evangelism is not our own.

Can we say the same about social justice? We can, but the concept may 

be harder to convey. When we speak of justice, on whose terms do we 

speak? While “evangelism” is a term that is much-abused and can be 

very abrasive, “justice” in a society based upon individual rights and the 

rule of law is also at great risk of cultural and political coercion. 

Without doing any research, I would wager that the average person in 

secular America would be turned off by any suggestion that you are 

trying to evangelize him or her. But if you offer justice, that is a different 

thing entirely. For better or worse, “evangelism” connotes that the 

proclaimer is trying to convince the hearer to transform into being more 

like the proclaimer. The suggestion of “justice” more often conveys that 

the proclaimer is attempting to appeal to the hearer. 

So perhaps evangelism makes the hearer more like the proclaimer, and 

justice makes the proclaimer more like the hearer. Of course, it could 

happen the other way around. Evangelism may require the proclaimer 

to be humbled, and justice the hearer to be lifted up (though I am 

always humored by a classmate’s comment that, “yes the rich should 

want to be poor, but the poor should also want to be poor.” If only we 

could work that one out…). 

But the point is that if through evangelism people are brought into 

accord with one another, in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, is that 

not just? And if through justice people are transformed to the same 

purpose, which is the mission of God, is that not evangelism?

We must avoid unauthentic evangelism, which is merely proselytization. 

We must avoid subjective social justice, which is world-centered. God, 

not humankind, is the author of both, or rather, in God they are the 

same. For if we are the actors in evangelism and social justice, then 

we are merely seeking to make others like us, or to appeal to others’ 

2 PANORAMA
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EVANGEliSM AND SoCiAl JuStiCE

the Rev. Allen thompson ’08
Pastor for Evangelism, Peachtree Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga. 

sensibilities. But if God in Jesus Christ is the actor in evangelism and 

justice, then he is becoming like us so that we can become like him—

God ever incarnate as Jesus Christ, working in the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

For us, evangelism and social justice may seem like separate ends of 

a continuum, or two different acts that need to be combined. That 

is a dangerous way to think. For God, they are one in the same, as 

revealed in the life, person, word, and work of Jesus Christ. Who Jesus 

is compels social justice, while social justice points to who Jesus is. Jesus 

is God’s continuing model for incarnational ministry.

For following this, I cannot provide a map-of-Pennsylvania heuristic. 

Rather, I pray along with those around me that we may see the ways 

God is working in our world both globally and locally, and that we may 

participate in that work while claiming it as the work of Jesus Christ. 

Only in this can we find the confidence to be faithful to God’s work of 

evangelism and social justice. 
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EVANGEliSM AND SoCiAl JuStiCE

SomE  
good nEWS 
abouT 
EvangELiSm

the Rev. Dr. Scott W. Sunquist, 
Professor of World Christianity
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EVANGEliSM AND SoCiAl JuStiCE

t
here are not many academic subjects that can be 

taught without having advanced training in that subject 

area. Anyone teaching the Gospel of Mark will have 

a doctorate in New Testament and of course no one 

teaching Barth could do so without having a doctorate 

in theology. Evangelism is a little different. I have never taken a 

course in evangelism, and yet I have been teaching it for 15 years at 

the Seminary. My dirty little secret is that I have no qualifications for 

teaching a course that is required for Methodists and, judging from 

our church membership trends, should be required of all Presbyterian 

students. However, it is also the only course that I know of that every 

year causes angels to rejoice (Lk 15:10).

Evangelism or proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom, is a central 

concept in the New Testament. Either as a noun or verb it is used 

more than 120 times in the New Testament. Jesus demonstrates and 

declares the presence of the Kingdom and since we are sent as he is 

sent (Jn 20:21), we look at how individually and corporately we can also 

announce the coming Kingdom in word and deed. One of the most 

difficult concepts for students to grasp is the holistic or “simple” nature 

of evangelism. Presenting the Good News is something that must be 

done with voice and hands, with our minds and with our hearts. 

Somewhere in the early 20th century we allowed the larger culture 

to dichotomize our theology and our churches. It may be one of the 

greatest and most sudden theological shifts that have ever occurred. 

Nineteenth century evangelicals could fight against slavery, and then 

sponsor “protracted” revival meetings in the same day. All of this would 

be part of their Christian witness. Today we find it odd that a person 

would protest against a war or advocate fair wages for the poor and 

then step out and share their faith with a Muslim neighbor. Too easily 

we have accepted the dichotomy that separates evangelistic witness 

from social justice. We can do better and we hope to do better at 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 

My wife and I recently returned from Egypt. As part of our trip, we 

visited a partner church in a village in upper Egypt. This particular 

church is concerned to witness to their Muslim neighbors, to disciple 

their young people in daily (yes, daily) Bible study meetings. They 

have developed a program to fight against female circumcision, offer 

free medical clinics, build and rebuild homes for the poor, and they 

have developed inexpensive solar water heaters for local villages. At 

the same time (and all of this with only one full-time pastor) they are 

planting churches in three local villages. They see this as of one fabric: 

responsible Christian witness. They would have no argument from the 

Orthodox, Catholics, or Episcopalians in Egypt: all seem to have such a 

view of local church witness. We should learn from Egyptian Christians.

At Pittsburgh Seminary we struggle to reclaim a more responsible 

approach to Christian witness. We teach evangelism courses with 

an understanding that we are focusing on a particular dimension of 

Christian witness in the public square. The introductory course requires 

the students to pull out their Bibles and discover (or rediscover) the New 

Testament concept of “Good News” (euangelion). The Good News of 

the Kingdom involves justice for the poor, release for the captives, and 

release from the power of judgment and sin (Lk 4). If widows are fed 

(Acts 6) the Gospel will be proclaimed. From this biblical foundation 

students are required to memorize basic verses of the Gospel message 

so that the message they deliver is God’s and not their own. We take 

time to listen to stories of conversion (what is often called testimonies) 

which broadens our understanding of how God works to bring people 

to faith. 

In addition to studying the breadth of the Gospel message, we 

also study the contemporary context. Our Western world is both 

an increasingly paganized as well as secularized existence. Church 

attendance and Christian identity continue to decline and our mainline 

churches are suffering more than most. We minister to smaller and 

smaller churches and to fewer and fewer churches each year. As 

we focus on our Western context, facing cultural values and ethical 

messages head on, it is hoped that future pastors will be able to present 

a message to local communities that is meaningful and hopeful. The 

former missionary to India and leader in the World Council of Churches 

J.E. Lesslie Newbigin made the comment many times that each and 

every local church must be a sign, and instrument, and a foretaste of 

the Kingdom. As a foretaste, the local church should be unapologetic 

about its care for the community and clear witness concerning the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ. If this is done well, local community leaders will 

defend the need to have a local church in their community, even if they 

personally are not people of faith. Social transformation and personal 

transformation both come from divine worship of Jesus Christ as God 

incarnate. 

Through the years, I have found that evangelism is whispered by 

Presbyterians, but social justice is shouted. We are often proud of 

generic religion (“God”), but embarrassed by “name brand” religion 

(Jesus Christ). Our evangelism courses are designed to help students 

in all humility, proclaim the good name of Jesus Christ with joy and 

frequency. What a gift we will be giving the mainline churches if 

we produce students who build churches that are signposts of the 

Kingdom and that are eager to start new worshipping and evangelizing 

communities. This is our prayer. 

“For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one 

died for all and therefore all died. And he died for all that those 

who live should no longer live for themselves, but for him who 

died for them and was raised again” (2 Cor 5:14).
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gaRvin: god’S angEL

The Bahamas in March, why wouldn’t I feel called? Suffering through 

a little sunburn and having to wear warm weather clothing while 

my wool coat potentially developed a week-long over-hang did not 

especially concern me. However, in my less giddy moments as we 

prepared for this mission adventure I wondered what God was up to 

with this assignment. I knew that God probably had more in store for 

us than what we expected. 

As a group we met several times to prepare and pray. We were on our 

way to the island to paint, build a fence, and do a variety of other odds 

and ends projects at a school-turned-youth center. In preparing for the 

trip and in our conversations amongst ourselves the one thought that I 

kept sharing with the group was that this was an opportunity to follow 

God’s lead and see what God had in store for us. 

On the trip down we had been asked to bring along tools and 

equipment necessary to do our work. One of the tools we took was 

a paint sprayer that would make our work move along quicker. Upon 

arriving on Long Island in the Bahamas we settled in to map out our 

work week. There was a lot to be done in five days. Two guys on our 

team were assigned to assemble the paint sprayer since they would be 

using it first thing the next day on 150 length of picket fence that ran 

along the road in front of the youth center. 

Before long several of us were pulled into the assembly process with no 

progress being made. We heard a pick-up truck approach outside and 

a young man of 25 walked into the large living/dining area where we 

were staying. He introduced himself by his first name, Garvin. Without 

hesitating Garvin asked us what we were doing. We told him of our 

challenge in assembling the paint sprayer. He offered to take a look 

and see what he could do. Ten minutes later Garvin had assembled the 

sprayer and was showing us how it was to be used and then he said his 

good-byes and left. We learned over dinner that evening that Garvin 

had grown up through the youth program and that he now worked on 

the island in construction.

We worked hard that week and while we were out in the hot tropical 

sun scraping, painting, cutting, and hammering, a couple of times a day 

we would spy Garvin’s pick-up truck drive down the road. He would 

sound his truck horn and wave each time. On the fourth day of our 

work we had built a 65-foot long, six-foot high picket fence that would 

secure one side of the outdoor sports and recreation area. The project 

included constructing two five-foot long gates and would open to 10 

feet and make it easy to deliver equipment to the area. Our task was to 

hang the gates so they would open and close evenly. As we struggled 

physically to lift and hang the gates, we realized that we had less than 

ideal options for hinges to secure the fence. We stood there wondering 

how this was going to get done.

As if from nowhere, at that moment Garvin approached in his pick-

up truck. He got out and walked over to us and asked what we were 

doing. We told him of our challenge. Without hesitation, he offered 

his help. Two hours later the gates were hung level and they swung 

together. We were astonished. I went over to Garvin to thank him for 

his help and I also asked him, “Garvin, what do you do?” I meant, what 

do you do in your work. Without hesitation, Garvin looked at me and 

said, “I do whatever my Father asks me to do.” Then he paused and 

added, “….and, I say whatever my Father tells me to say.”

One of our Seminary students was standing there as Garvin responded 

and he quickly asked, “Oh, who is your father?” I looked at him as the 

words left his lips and could see that understanding what Garvin had 

said was only a second behind his question. Garvin just smiled. The next 

day he showed up with a pair of comfortable shoes for one of our team 

members who had hurt her ankle. Garvin gave them to her and told her 

that they might be better than the work shoes she had brought. She 

had not told him of her injury nor had she requested the shoes.

At the end of the week we knew. We knew that God had brought us 

there to teach us something, to minister to us. We had come with the 

expectation that our goal was to minister to others and did not expect 

God to “show up” and teach us a lesson that I rehearse for myself and 

share frequently with family, friends, colleagues, and anyone who will 

listen.

The real challenge for us was not the work we came to do on Long 

Island but taking the words that Garvin gave us, “I do and say whatever 

my Father asks me to do and say” and making that the way we lead 

our lives, respond to others, and follow Christ.

Our group still refers to Garvin as God’s angel.

 

thomas J. Pappalardo 
Vice President for Advancement and Marketing

EVANGEliSM AND SoCiAl JuStiCE

Last Spring Tom led a group of seven Seminary students to the Bahamas 
for a mission trip through the World Mission Initiative program at PTS. 

Garvin pictured with PTS 
student Laurajane Stone
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Phil 4:1 “My dear, dear friends! I love you so much. I do want the very 

best for you. You make me feel such joy, fill me with such pride. Don’t 

waver. Stay on track, steady in God.” In between gates G5 and G7 we 

shared our final devotion. What did each of us see which was holy and 

good on the trip? Mentioned were the children, cisterns, micro loans, 

coffee nursery, the people, community, perseverance, beauty, joy, and 

hope. Definitely hope. We experienced joy and hope in places where 

we would be hard pressed to find it at home. And friends…for now we 

have a circle of friends which is ever widening…” 

Journal entry, March 9, 2009

We were sitting at my church, listening to 

Don Dawson, director of WMI at PTS, teach 

the final lesson of a Perspectives class when 

the question was posed, “Where do you 

see God using you at this point in your life 

in pursuing God’s purpose for the world?” 

Our choices were four-fold: 

•	 Encouraging/recruiting/training 

others

•	 Befriending and serving international 

visitors

•	 Cross-cultural experiences/

relationships

•	 Giving/praying to support others 

While the roles often crossed, initially I was a “prayer” and then a 

“cross-cultural participant” (leaving my four children behind). However, 

it soon became exceedingly clear that I was to go, but not alone. 

Now I was to disciple others in this process especially those within my 

immediate realm of influence. 

As a senior at PTS and a board member of WMI, I thought that perhaps 

I should actually participate in a WMI-sponsored trip. My daughter, 

Erica, is the one who picked the trip to Haiti. The summer before she 

and I had traveled to Paraguay on a mission trip. We were looking for a 

different focus with this trip. My son, Philip, watching the preparation 

decided that he would like to come too. The appeal of this trip was 

not only that it would involve children’s ministry and construction, but 

also that it was a teaching and equipping ministry designed to break 

the circle of poverty through reforestation, nutrition, education, and 

economics. 

Pam Armstrong ’09

There are many blessings which I have experienced through the 

opportunity to travel. I’ve learned about myself, learned about the 

connectedness of the world—its similarities and its differences—learned 

about God’s presence and work in the world. I’ve learned about 

difficulties and seen first-hand the hope that exists. As a parent, it 

was very exciting to me to be able to watch this same process in my 

children—to see them grow in ways expected and unexpected. Erica 

became “one of the guys” through the construction skills she learned. 

Phil and I had opportunities to work together as mother and son with 

him taking on the role of teacher. To 

see a developing country again for 

the first time through their eyes, and 

to see their worlds expand, what a 

blessing. Traveling together allowed 

us to see into each others’ worlds 

and to understand one another 

better. Now when I leave and say 

that should anything happen to me 

while I am gone, I was where I was 

supposed to be, doing what I was 

supposed to do, they understand. As 

the recent earthquake has illustrated, 

not returning can be a reality of being 

involved with mission work, locally or 

abroad. 

Watching the scenes on TV after the earthquake was heartbreaking as 

we recognized areas where we had been and realized that we could 

have been there when the quake hit. We met as a team to discuss 

the fact that the previously planned return trip would have an entirely 

different focus. Safety would be more of an issue. And, for those of us 

who had been there before it could possibly be difficult emotionally. 

Each member of the team decided to still proceed with the trip but we 

will now all be trained in disaster relief as well as CPR/ First Aid prior 

to leaving. We all understand being called back in spite of what might 

happen. While the buildings, fish hatcheries, and coffee nursery may 

be gone, the hard working people, community, perseverance, beauty, 

joy, and hope still exists. We are looking forward to growing and being 

blessed again. 

i WaS To go, buT noT aLonE

EVANGEliSM AND SoCiAl JuStiCE

Pam, along with her two children and a number of other PTS students, traveled to 
Haiti last spring as part of a World Mission Initiative cross-culture experience.

Daughter Erica with Haitian children
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D
uring more than 20 years as a newspaper journalist 

working in large and mid-size American cities, I 

became aware of a pattern in reporting crime, poverty, 

and social pathologies. Because most of America’s 

daily newspapers, TV stations, and other media 

outlets are based in urban centers—and because they tend to seek out 

sources and subjects in close proximity—the face of crime and poverty 

presented in news reports is disproportionately a shade of brown.

This is especially true in cities of any size with significant black or Latino 

populations and it has not been without consequence. One result of 

this sort of gathering, processing, and presentation of fact as truth 

has been a creation of the perception that the urban setting is one of 

danger, depravity, and death. And how can drugs, violence, and poverty 

coexist with the presence of God?

The irony is that in 2010, as the oft-expressed sentiment “the world 

is getting smaller” has evolved into cliché, anyone with one eye on 

the news and the other on a Bible can see that God, like any social 

or spiritual ill, is everywhere. A theology worth its salt should remind 

us that wherever God is, there also ought to be the transformative 

presence of the body of Christ.

The Metro-Urban Institute is one way Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

is making the last command of Jesus Christ its first priority. When the 

disciples saw Jesus in the flesh for the last time on a Galilean mountain, 

his final words to them were what we call The Great Commission. In Mt 

28:19-20, the risen and soon-to-ascend Savior and Lord told them: “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything that I have commanded you.”

Going suggests a starting point and then movement away from it. 

Thus, authentic evangelism begins with converting and discipling at 

home and continues wherever a believer goes. So, it might be fair to 

say that evangelism across the ocean has integrity only to the degree 

that it is accompanied by enthusiastic outreach across the street and 

across town.

That is the mission of MUI, an extension of the Seminary’s commitment 

to the cause of Christ both at home and abroad. MUI’s Urban Church 

Network seeks to improve the quality of life in the city for its residents, 

particularly those in socio-economically challenged communities. The 

network is comprised of more than 60 churches and faith organizations 

in the metro area whose representatives convene regularly to attempt 

to mend common tears in their respective communities’ social and 

spiritual fabric.

For the last several years, the network’s primary focus has been on 

health maintenance and disease prevention. Urban communities 

evidence disproportionately higher rates of diabetes, hypertension, 

AIDS, and many other diseases, partly because those populations tend 

to be more affected by unemployment, poverty, incarceration, and lack 

of access to quality health care.

The network has helped constituents address the crisis through 

education and various health-related events, including church and 

community fairs and mini-conferences at the Seminary. Participants are 

trained to share knowledge and information with their congregations 

and communities even as they share the gospel. “Faith is health” has 

become an unofficial slogan of the Urban Church Network.

This year, the network began shifting its focus to emphasize youth 

safety and empowerment. Churches and communities are struggling 

to address the range of ills directly affecting children and teens, from 

murder, drug abuse, and teen pregnancy to academic failure and rising 

rates of obesity and sexually transmitted diseases. Pervasive among 

youngsters in so many urban communities is a sense of hopelessness 

and despair, a void that can be filled only with the love of God in Christ 

Jesus and the circumstance-changing power of the Holy Spirit.

Addressing youth violence is the top priority of the Urban Church 

Network during the next year. (Read more across the page.) Meetings 

and other activities have been designed to emphasize solutions to a 

problem that is decimating families and communities.

The network also bolsters MUI’s educational and advocacy initiatives to 

bring restoration and healing on a larger level, and to include interested 

PTS students in the process. 

2 Pet 3:9 reminds us that the Lord is patient with us, “not wanting 

any to perish, but all to come to repentance.” The harvest is plentiful 

in urban communities, and the Metro-Urban Institute and its Urban 

Church Network are dedicated to helping urban congregations reach 

and minister to the lost and left-behind. It’s a mission that extends 

beyond evangelism to helping hurting people become all that God calls 

them to be.

EVANGEliSM AND SoCiAl JuStiCE

miSSion ThaT ExTEndS 
bEyond EvangELiSm

the Rev. laMont Jones Jr. ’04
Metro-Urban Institute Congregational Convener
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miSSion ThaT ExTEndS 
bEyond EvangELiSm

t
he Metro-Urban Institute through an informal survey of 

455 Pittsburgh area youth ages 9-18 found that 78.9 

percent of those surveyed had experienced gun-violence; 

either a family member or close 

friend had been shot. In one 

subgroup, the 15-18 category, 86 percent of 

the respondents reported experiences with gun 

violence. Nationally, an average of 60 percent 

of youth report some form of experience with 

violence and this figure includes all types of 

violence, including domestic abuse, bullying, 

and such. 

This survey was prompted by the work of 

MUI and its collaboration with the Pittsburgh 

Coalition Against Violence, which is 

coordinated by the Center Against Violence 

and Crime (CVVC) and the Black Political 

Empowerment Program (B-PEP). It was 

conducted this fall with respondents drawn 

from several Pittsburgh area after-school 

programs dealing with school-age youth 

and East End area congregations. 

Although many church and community 

groups are concerned about violence 

among youth and how it affects young 

people in our city’s neighborhoods, too 

often the ideas and opinions of young 

people themselves are not included in the 

dialogue with these groups. Therefore, MUI 

administered this survey as a way to measure 

what our young people think about violence 

and what is important to them. The survey also 

asked other questions about favorite subjects 

in school, ways to stop street violence, people 

youth admired, favorite entertainers, and what 

they pray for the most. 

While this was not a scientific survey, this informal sample of a 

significant number of school-age children and teens by after-school 

programs and church groups in the Pittsburgh area represents a 

significant challenge to the broader Pittsburgh 

community. This high percentage of youth 

reporting gun violence in their experience 

prompts serious concern that should be further 

investigated and action taken to help our youth. 

For this reason, the Metro-Urban Institute brings 

this matter to the public, urging serious attention 

to the Strategies Document recommendations 

outlined by the Coalition Against Violence for 

use by the Pittsburgh Public Schools, all faith 

communities and congregations throughout the 

city, and community agencies.

Asked for suggestions to stopping street violence, 

18.9 percent thought that banning or reducing 

access to guns or tightening gun control laws 

would be helpful. Additionally, 77 percent of those 

responders reported knowing a friend or family 

member who had been shot or killed.

When asked about their prayer habits, youth who 

indicated that they did not pray or were unable 

to provide examples of prayer in their everyday 

lives were most likely to provide no solutions as 

to how to reduce violence or to indicate that they 

did not believe it was possible to stop or reduce 

the violence. All youth who identified a practice 

of spiritually-rooted prayer provided suggestions 

regarding how to reduce violence and expressed 

belief that healing was possible.

To read the full report, visit www.mui-pts.org/

youthviolence.htm.

mui SuRvEy FindS PiTTSbuRgh TEEnS 
aFFECTEd by vioLEnCE aT RaTES highER 
Than naTionaL avERagE

“All youth who 
identified a practice of 
spiritually-rooted 
prayer provided 
suggestions regarding 
how to reduce violence 
and expressed belief 
that healing was 
possible.” 

Question asked:  

Do you know a 
friend or family 
member who has 
been shot or killed?

21%
No

34.7%
Family Member

15.8%
Friend

28.4%
Both Family 
and Friend
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A
pril Leese ’07 recently returned to the States 

after living and working in the mountains of 

Leogane, Haiti for two years. She was first 

introduced to the Comprehensive Development 

Project (CoDep) on a trip through the 

Seminary’s World Mission Initiative in 2005. That same summer 

she was to spend three months with the program. But because 

of political unrest, that summer turned into two weeks. 

Disappointed, she was left with a hunger to learn more and a 

desire to return to Haiti. 

By the time she graduated from the Seminary, April knew she 

would return and have the opportunity to work with CoDep, a 

program of reforestation. Through CoDep, Haitians have been 

learning how to grow trees and plants from seed for the last 

20 years. The people have learned how to make plans for what 

they will plant and how these plants will be beneficial to their 

health and wellbeing. They currently have some 650 people 

in the program covering 44 square miles. There is an incentive 

program from which the participants benefit. They can earn a 

cistern for rain collection so that they are not walking miles a 

day for water but instead have it outside their houses. Some 

people have had houses built because of the trees they have 

started from seed. The children are able to be in school. There 

is an adult literacy program. Because of the hedgerows they 

have been planting on the mountainsides the damage by 

hurricanes has been greatly reduced. 

For many people the mention of Haiti brings horrible images of 

people in awful conditions (even before the recent earthquake 

and destruction). For April the mention of Haiti stirs her heart 

with hope. She has seen and experienced a Haiti where people 

are proud of the beauty of their country and can educate and 

care for the wellbeing of themselves and their children. 

EVANGEliSM AND SoCiAl JuStiCE

a haiTi FiLLEd 
WiTh hoPE

tai Brown
M.Div. Student

t
wice Pittsburgh Presbytery asked me to support those 

struggling to gain Civil Rights during the 1960s. In March 

1963, while pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church near the 

PTS campus, I recruited two Seminary students willing to 

travel to Hattiesburg, Miss. to learn first hand about voter 

registration drives in the deep South. Students Robert Greer ’65 and 

Thatcher Schwartz Jr. ’65 volunteered. 

We left Pittsburgh in a rented car, as I did not wish to risk damage 

to my own vehicle. An overnight drive brought us to the Tennessee-

Mississippi border where we were stopped by a Mississippi state 

trooper. He demanded to know both where we had spent the night 

and where we were going. We answered politely and the police officer 

shouted “Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and Hattiesburg” in the general 

direction of a wooded area. We were allowed to continue but within 

three miles a long Buick driven by a large white man pulled close to our 

rear bumper. We kept driving. A few miles later the Buick tore around 

us and disappeared. A few more miles and another car tailed us and did 

the same thing. The pattern continued. If the intent was to intimidate 

us, we were unnerved, but undeterred. 

When we reached Hattiesburg we found our destination—a store front 

with sheets covering plate glass windows. Twenty-five people from 

around the country were given mattresses on the floor. I slept on a 

mattress next to the late Rev. Clinton Marsh, an African American who 

in 1973 became moderator of General Assembly. 

Marsh and I noticed the First Baptist Church near the courthouse where 

African Americans were demonstrating. We met the pastor, a gracious, 

elderly white Southern gentleman. We asked his perception of activities 

at the courthouse. He said, “I don’t know much about what’s going on 

there. All I know is what I read in the local newspaper.”

Still trying to understand why citizens could not register to vote, we 

attended a rally organized at a black Baptist Church in Jackson. The 

event was to support a black candidate for national representative. 

Before the rally we went to a store front which served as a registration 

headquarters. We were standing outside the building with a reporter 

SoCiaL JuSTiCE and ouR hiSToRy

the Rev. Dr. Richard E. Sigler ’52
Executive Emeritus of the Presbytery of Kiskiminetas

10 PANORAMA
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SoCiaL JuSTiCE and ouR hiSToRy

the Rev. Dr. Richard E. Sigler ’52
Executive Emeritus of the Presbytery of Kiskiminetas

from WGN Chicago. 

Suddenly two cars 

stopped and four young 

white men jumped out 

of each vehicle. Each 

carried rocks the size 

of cantaloupes. They 

lobed the rocks at us, 

shattering the windows 

and injuring several. The 

man next to me was 

hit by a rock, while I 

ducked around a corner 

and hid behind trash 

cans. Later I asked if 

they called the police 

and was told they were 

on their way. Forty-five minutes later they had not yet arrived.

Two years later I was again asked to recruit someone to go with me 

to Selma, Ala. to support the second march on Montgomery. The first 

marchers got no farther than the Edmund Pettis Bridge leading out 

of Selma, where they were severely beaten and turned back by local 

authorities.

The Rev. Dr. Elwyn Smith, then professor of church history at PTS, 

and I flew to Birmingham and took a bus to Selma. We arrived at a 

small Baptist Church and were directed to wait in the sanctuary for 

assignments. Soon a young man came in and asked if we would be the 

food suppliers for the next six days. We accepted the assignment. Our 

first duty was to pick up a panel truck and stop at a bakery to fill the 

truck with loaves of bread. We returned to the church where a crew of 

African American women was cooking in the 12 by 12 foot basement 

kitchen. Nearby were eight or nine new, very large, galvanized garbage 

cans. These would be our serving containers. 

Later we heard Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speak at a rally in Brown 

Memorial Church. The marchers were told to take their personal gear 

and prepare once more to march across the Edmund Pettis Bridge. 

This time there were assurances that the President had activated the 

Alabama National Guard and Federal Marshals and FBI agents would 

provide protection. About 350 marchers crossed the bridge without 

incident. 

Back at the church kitchen, we loaded the truck with galvanized cans 

of food prepared for the first evening meal. We drove to a prearranged 

site and served supper to 350 marchers. This procedure continued for 

six days, three meals a day. We loaded the truck, drove to the meal site, 

served the meal and returned to the church. Several times I had the 

privilege of serving Dr. King.

One night on our way back to Selma after the evening meal, a pick-up 

truck with a rifle mounted in the back window followed us closely for 

several miles. Finally it sped around us, forcing our truck onto the berm. 

Had there been a drop off at that point, I might not be telling this story.

On the last morning when the marchers reached the outskirts of 

Montgomery we fed an estimated 5,000 marchers. Our food service 

was renamed the “Loaves and Fishes Committee“. The marchers 

continued to the capital, but we returned to Selma, then Pittsburgh. 

Our work was done.

This year marks the 45th anniversary of the march from Selma to 

Montgomery. A few years ago I returned to Selma, to the Brown 

Memorial Church, and the Edmund Pettis Bridge. I was asked by 

the tour leaders to offer prayers in the memorial garden that now 

exists beside the bridge. These events solidified my commitment to 

social justice and even now I continue to work for the rights of all to 

participate in our government. I am so grateful for the opportunity the 

Presbytery and Seminary afforded me to be part of our nation’s history.
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i
t is hot enough to bake bread on a rooftop. The stench, 

combined with the heat, is nearly unbearable. Large families 

are crammed into small homes. Making money requires sorting 

through piles of trash looking for recyclables. They do not speak 

her language. Yet, Chloe Papke, a current PTS student, spends 

her summers there anyway.

Area director for Metro-Pittsburgh with the InterVarsity Christian 

Fellowship, Papke has traveled to the garbage villages of Mokattam, 

Egypt for the past three years to spend time in service ministries 

alongside the poor of those communities loving them as Jesus does. 

First traveling to Egypt in 2007 on an exploration trip, Papke served 

as director in 2008 and dean in 2009. In this position she maintained 

on-the-ground relationships and gave pastoral care to staff teams. She 

expects to return this summer to give pastoral care to two other mission 

teams in the city.

Why does she return to the dumps each year? Papke explains, “Poverty, 

illness, inbreeding, 57,000 needless deaths per day, hunger, and 

lostness are things that break God’s heart. There are solutions to all of 

these problems in the world, but without the transformation of the 

world’s heart through the power of the gospel and the love of Jesus, 

our sin—selfishness, greed, apathy, self-focus, pursuit of safety—will 

simply prevent the world from the ‘shalom’ that God intended. The 

gospel isn’t just personal salvation—it is a salvation for a purpose, God’s 

shalom. And, I believe that is what should grip every Christian’s heart. 

Working against poverty and giving hope to the slums is one way to do 

that.”

giving hoPE To ThE SLumS
Cairo, Egypt Vignettes, as taken from Papke’s blog.

Sipping tea with those who fled guns, lions, and hunger in Sudan...only 

to become non-citizens, non-entities.

Enjoying a cool evening, bright wedding lights strewn over the streets 

in a happy tangle while shepherds move their deformed herds to their 

stairwell resting place.

Stepping freshly showered into the fresh air as a layer of desert dust 

settles into one’s pores.

A sleepless fly-bitten night in a marbled house full of edible luxuries 

while the night sky delivers the sounds of dogs, sheep, roosters, and 

men arguing.

Playing with children who once could not walk in a courtyard full of flat 

soccer balls.

A humble apartment empty from bare necessities but full of love, 

Christ’s presence, and happy children.

Beautiful curious eyes peering out of well clothed bodies as the Metro’s 

hand grips sway hypnotically as it labors through the hot city.
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F
ormer gang banger turned pastor, the Rev. Eugene 

Blackwell ’05 finds himself on the streets for a different 

reason than he did 20 years go. Growing up in a broken 

family in Chicago, the son of an addicted mother, Blackwell 

turned to the streets and gangs during his teen years. 

Football led him from the streets to the classroom at the University of 

Pittsburgh. There he found God and his call to ministry.

These days Blackwell 

spends his time on 

the streets sharing 

the Good News. 

Organizing pastor 

of the House of 

Manna, Blackwell 

works to take the 

Gospel to God’s 

people in Pittsburgh’s 

Homewood-Brushton 

community. Meeting 

in the YMCA, YWCA, 

library, and even the street corner, members distribute Bibles, lead small 

group discussions, and participate in community prayer walks. 

“We have a responsibility to stand in the gaps of injustice,” explained 

Blackwell. “But, also to be hands-on as we feed the hungry, clothe the 

naked, and speak the Gospel of freedom to the enslaved.”

Working with the support of Pittsburgh churches The Open Door, 

the Upper Room, Eastminster Presbyterian Church, and Southminster 

Presbyterian Church, among others, the House of Manna speaks the 

truth in love, calling all toward Christian love and a respect for universal 

morality. 

A resident of the Homewood-Brushton community, Blackwell said, 

“Homewood-Brushton is a community ready to enter the blessings 

of God, to move from the years of 

wilderness—violence, crime, poverty, 

spiritual pain, and social/economic 

disenfranchisement—to the land 

flowing with milk and honey—safety, 

social/economic justice, spiritual, 

mental, and physical health. We 

believe God called us to work with 

other churches and organizations to 

mobilize such a movement.”

Ministering to “everyday people” in this 

community means meeting them where 

they are—including the street corner. “We often walk to the corners 

where dealers are selling drugs, we tell them we are not here to judge 

you, or even ask you to move. We tell them we are here to listen to 

you and be a witness of God’s love in their lives, so that when the Holy 

Spirit speaks to them, they know that Jesus Christ will receive them 

with open arms and their sins will be forgiven. After each conversation, 

I am a witness of God in awe, as those young men respond with 

sincerity, and respect, and I see Jesus Christ in them, no matter if what 

I see is great or small.” Through this the House of Manna’s witness 

becomes real. In Christ we can one day see “everyday people” live the 

gospel of Jesus Christ.

a FaiTh CommuniTy 
FoR EvERyday PEoPLE

EVANGEliSM AND SoCiAl JuStiCE

The Rev. Eugene Blackwell, left in white shirt, led the House of Manna in a prayer walk  
through Pittsburgh’s Homewood neighborhood on Good Friday.
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LoCaL SoCiaL inJuSTiCE 
moTivaTES oPEn hand 
miniSTRiES

h
e does not have all the right tools. He is not a trade 

school graduate, a real estate agent, or a business 

finance guru. Yet, Michael Stanton ’06 is organizing 

the efforts of Open Hand Ministries, a community-

based agency working to “right a wrong” by 

rehabbing dilapidated houses in Pittsburgh’s Garfield and East Liberty 

neighborhoods. 

Through three partner 

churches—East Liberty 

Presbyterian, The Open 

Door Church, and Valley 

View Presbyterian—Open 

Hand Ministries is providing 

low or moderate income, 

disadvantaged families the 

opportunity for affordable 

homeownership. 

Three years ago Stanton and 

his wife Holly moved into the 

Garfield community. “Buying 

that house was definitely us responding to a sense of call. It wasn’t 

because it was a real estate investment. It was because we wanted to 

live in and be a part of the community in which we serve.” 

Community is the driving force behind Open Hand Ministries. “I went 

to Garfield with a bit of the ‘red cape syndrome’,” Stanton said. “But 

I quickly learned that there was no place for the cape. We needed to 

overcome our collective challenges.” Without the cape and without 

the tools, Stanton believes even more now in the power of community. 

Dependent on others he explains, “This is not a ministry that will rise 

and fall on my capabilities. It’s not meant to be. It’s meant to be a 

community, people and organizations pooling their resources.” 

The financing for Open Hand Ministries is two fold: funding renovations 

and keeping costs low. Covering the renovation costs are the home 

owners, church and foundation grants, Pittsburgh Presbytery, and 

individual donors. Keeping the labor costs low are trades people 

working for much less than market value and the hundreds of 

volunteers that donate their time each year. Additionally, partner groups 

also supply less expensive building materials. “Funding and doing these 

projects involves the whole community,” Stanton said.

As director, Stanton organizes 

the agency’s efforts. The 

vision though, he says, is not 

his own. Local churches are 

served by pastors sharing 

Stanton’s passion. Ted Melnyk 

’07, who works with youth 

at Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church, developed a mentor 

group in which he supports 

at-risk teens. He teaches them 

basic construction and life 

skills and they work with Open 

Hand on renovations. The Rev. 

Chad Collins ’05, pastor of 

Valley View Presbyterian Church is likewise committed to the vision. His 

church has sponsored a homeowner helping the family experience the 

love of Christ. The Rev. BJ Woodworth ’07 and the Rev. John Creasy 

’06 likewise are connected. Pastors at The Open Door Church, they 

too head a sponsor church. Additionally, Creasy has secured vacant 

lots, turned them into community gardens, involved the community 

in their upkeep, and made the produce available to the community at 

affordable prices. During Open Hand volunteer work days, time is spent 

weeding and maintaining these gardens. 

Since the beginning of the ministry, Open Hand has been involved in 

the rehab of eight vacant houses and has assisted eight neighborhood 

families in becoming first time homeowners. Committed to an on-going 

relationship with these families, Stanton does not see leaving Garfield 

any time soon. “It’s my community.” 

Michael Stanton ’06 with young Samuele Novelli. Photo credit: Emily Rosenthal
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A
s a PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer along the US-

Mexico border, Elsbeth Pollack, SYI ’04, personally 

knows about social justice and evangelism. She lives 

it. “I really like how St. Francis describes evangelism: 

‘Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use 

words.’ I like to think that my actions and the ways in which I use my 

time and energy reflect my dedication to 

God, my communities, and myself.”

She further explains: “For me, evangelism 

is going out and loving people and 

educating people and showing 

by example the love, intelligence, 

compassion, and commitment to justice 

that can be found in a Christian life.” 

During her undergrad at Beloit College, 

Pollack majored in religious studies 

with an emphasis on social justice. One 

semester was spent in Mexico and El 

Salvador studying gender and social 

change during which she interacted with 

those involved in struggles for sustainable 

development and social change. 

While at the Seminary’s Miller Summer Youth Institute, Pollack met with 

two Young Adult Volunteers who had recently returned from their time 

in Miami. “The experience had such an impact on their lives.” 

She further recalls, “SYI was also one of the first experiences for me to 

fully engage in complex theological issues of living out my faith and of 

discovering and being nurtured in my passions in a religious context, 

and I did it with a group of people my age who were passionate, 

intelligent, and knowledgeable. YAV provides a similar experience.” 

Currently, in Pollack’s YAV placement at 

BorderLinks, she continues to work for 

social justice by focusing on issues of 

immigration and community formation 

between the US and Mexico as an 

educator and trip leader. She formulates 

schedules for participants, and maintains 

connections with local schools to hold 

seminars about immigration, global 

economics, and borders. Pollack leads 

BorderLinks participants in visiting non-

profits, migrant resource centers, and 

churches, and talking with migrants, 

ranchers, and Border Patrol. BorderLinks 

focuses on issues of immigration, 

community formation, sustainable 

development, and social justice in the 

borderlands between Mexico, the US, and 

beyond. 

Whether spending her time as a SYI scholar or as a Young Adult 

Volunteer, Pollack appreciates living and working with others who want 

to see people grow in faith and knowledge of what God is doing in the 

world. 

The Summer Youth Institute is funded by and named for the Rev. Dr. 

Roy F. Miller, Ph.D., and Mrs. Florence Lantz Miller.

FoRmER Syi SChoLaR LEaRnS 
abouT SoCiaL JuSTiCE and 
EvangELiSm aLong ThE uS-
mExiCo boaRdER 

Bethany harbaugh
M.Div. Student
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F
or M.Div. first-

year student Katie 

Mohr, her years 

of working on 

social justice issues 

are interconnected. While 

still in college Mohr spent 

a summer in Washington, 

D.C. Through the Center for 

Student Missions she organized 

and hosted youth groups from 

around the country who had 

come to the nation’s capital 

on mission trips. The groups 

served at soup kitchens, homeless shelters, childcare centers, food 

banks, and delivered food to AIDS patients. “Not only did the students 

learn about the caring nature of the Christian life, but they also learned 

about the systemic issues that most often cause disparities in America,” 

explained Mohr. One of CSM’s best learning experiences charged 

students with limited budgets to navigate the city looking to meet 

someone’s immediate need. “This exercise allowed them to see what it 

would be like to live in the city and in poverty.”

Following graduation from college, Mohr continued her social justice 

work. As a Young Adult Volunteer for the PCUSA, she served in 

Nashville, Tenn. She worked part time with a local church and part 

time with an anti-death penalty grass roots organization that seeks to 

educate faith communities, students, and law officials about the moral 

and ethical issues surrounding the death penalty. Additionally Mohr’s 

gifts were utilized by the organization through her assistance with 

family members of death row inmates and supporting a group called 

Murder Victims Family Members Speakers Bureau which partnered 

with family members of murder victims to educate about death penalty 

issues. While in Nashville, Mohr attended weekly gatherings of an 

interdenominational ministers fellowship. At the end of each meeting 

the community would gather in a circle around the meeting room, hold 

hands, and pray together for the city. On one occasion Mohr stood 

holding the hand of the Rev. Jim Lawson, pastor and advisor to the Rev. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. “I was holding the hand of a man who had 

once held the hand of MLK Jr. and prayed with him. I was convicted 

by the idea that this man’s hand have been a part of such powerful 

change in our world, yet they are small and weathered as any other 

person’s hand around the circle. After spending a lifetime fighting for 

justice issues, here James Lawson was, in this little church in Nashville, 

continuing the fight.” Mohr’s encounters with the Rev. Lawson 

encouraged her to look deeper into what it means to hold a tension 

between pastoral ministry and advocating for social justice. 

Being a true disciple of Jesus Christ is not found simply in a devotional 

and spiritual relationship with God or simply in advocating for God’s 

justice in this world but to find a balance of the two. As a future pastor, 

Mohr feels called to seek such balance while supporting others in 

nurturing the tension between the two. Through her current stop at 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, she is preparing for ordination and a 

future in urban relational ministry. 

ThE inTERConnECTEdnESS 
oF SoCiaL JuSTiCE
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A
s we sat with 12 other Americans in the home of 

Salim and Arabiya Shawamreh drinking sweet tea 

from tiny porcelain cups, we listened to Salim tell us of 

the latest horrifying episode in this Palestinian family’s 

failing effort to prevent the Israeli government from 

bulldozing their home for a fifth time. Their home, located in area “C” 

of the Palestinian 

West Bank Territory 

occupied by the 

Israeli military, had 

been demolished 

four times by the 

Israeli government 

and rebuilt each 

time by the Israeli 

Committee Against 

Home Demolitions, 

an NGO resisting its 

own government’s 

violation of 

international and 

humanitarian law. 

We were in Israel/

Palestine leading 

a Congressional 

Accompaniment 

Project (CAP) 

delegation on a fact-finding mission. It was our ninth trip to the region, 

and part of our Christian commitment to “speak truth to power” in 

the Israeli/Palestine conflict. More than 18,000 Palestinian homes have 

been destroyed by the Israeli government and its military occupation 

forces since the 1967 war in which Israel occupied all of Palestine. Our 

first view of this inhumane practice came on our second visit in 1989. 

Then the Israeli’s were using dynamite to demolish homes as collective 

punishment for Palestinian resistance to the occupation such as a boy 

throwing stones at a military vehicle or violating a military curfew. 

I had been almost totally ignorant of what was happening to the 

Palestinian people prior to my first trip to the Middle East in 1985. 

Like most Americans and especially American Christians, I was very 

supportive of the founding of the state of Israel following World War II 

and the revelation of the Nazi persecution and destruction of European 

Jewry. The guilt we Christians felt for years of Christian anti-Semitism 

and its horrendous 

consequences for 

Jews had come 

crashing down on our 

collective conscience 

so that support for 

a Jewish homeland 

and its successful 

struggle against Arab 

resistance was almost 

automatic. So it was a 

shock to discover not 

only the inhumane 

and brutal treatment 

the Palestinian people 

were receiving at the 

hands of the Israeli 

government, but 

also the systematic 

confiscation and 

colonization of their 

land. 

My study of Christian ethics and of what a just and compassionate 

society might look like and the means by which it might be sought had 

led me to take an active part in the civil rights movement of the 60s and 

the anti-war movement of the 70s. I found my sermons and Bible study 

classes unavoidably touching on issues of social justice and human 

rights. And as the call of Christ to be active in peacemaking as part 

of Christian discipleship became clear to me, the political implications 

of the gospel to do justice, love mercy, and act in submission to God’s 

Spirit grew as a central theme of my life and ministry. 

a PEaCE and SoCiaL 
JuSTiCE miniSTRy in ThE 
middLE EaST

the Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney ’56



But it was my trip to the Middle East in 1985 and my concerns that our 

own government is supporting injustices there that has claimed the 

focus of my efforts in the past two decades. When we spoke to our 

congressional representatives and senators about US policy in regard to 

the Israel/Palestine conflict and the violations we saw of human rights 

and international law, we were amazed to discover nearly complete and 

absolute resistance to 

our information. 

So, in 2005 my 

wife and I launched 

the Congressional 

Accompaniment 

Project which was 

a fact-finding 

tour designed to 

assist local people 

committed to 

truth-telling and 

social justice in 

recruiting their 

own congressional 

members or their 

foreign policy aides 

and taking them on 

a fact-finding tour 

to Israel/Palestine. 

Since then, we have 

led four CAP tours 

which exposed 50 accompaniers and two Congressional foreign policy 

aides to the realities on the ground in Israel/Palestine. 

As an American Christian, I have felt the need to be involved in social 

justice witness in the Middle East. But deeper than this is the call of 

God to let justice roll down like mighty waters and truth like an ever-

flowing stream. 

In January 2010, a large group of Palestinian Christian leaders 

meeting in Bethlehem completed a document they called the KAIROS 

Statement. It expresses “a moment of truth” and “a word of faith and 

hope from the heart of Palestinian suffering.” It is, in part, an appeal to 

the Christian churches of the West for understanding and solidarity in 

their struggle to keep the faith and speak truth to power in a time of 

great challenge. It 

echoes the call the 

Apostle Paul heard 

from the people in 

Macedonia, “come 

over and help us.” 

It will be presented 

to the PC(USA) 

General Assembly 

in June to be used 

as an educational 

and advocacy tool 

for all Presbyterian 

presbyteries and 

churches. 

Recently, our 

involvement with 

the PC(USA) Israel/

Palestine Mission 

Network has 

expanded our work 

by connecting us to 

hundreds of other Presbyterians across the nation who have also felt 

Christ’s call to this aspect of the Church’s mission. We commend their 

work and web site to others who are stirred by the Spirit to pursue the 

Christian witness to peace and justice in this part of our world. Find 

out more online at www.israelpalestinemissionnetwork.org. Their 

recent publication Steadfast Hope: The Palestinian Quest for Just Peace, 

with accompanying DVD, is available through PDS.

PANORAMA 19
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The Israeli separation wall juts into the Palestinian West Bank town of Bethlehem, along the border of Aida Refugee 
Camp, covered with graffiti by protesters of the barrier.
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“According to legend, the noble and graceful swan sings a 

farewell song before his final departure. I am more often 

associated with the turkey than the swan, but this sermon could 

be my swan song, if I were not too chicken to say anything fowl.”

the Rev. Dr. Charles Partee 

P.C. Rossin Professor Emeritus of Church History

Baccalaureate Sermon

“And the boat, the boat of the church, the boat that is Christ—

includes us all. We need to claim the one boat, occupy ourselves 

in ministry in the one boat, each pull our oar, depend on our 

sisters and brothers to pull theirs or to hoist a sail, embrace other 

Christians as we embrace and are embraced by Christ.”

the Rev. Dr. Russell Richey 

Professor of Church History, Chandler School of Theology, 

Emory University

213th Commencement Address

Read the full sermons online at www.pts.edu/Graduation_2009.

gRaduaTion 2009

2009 gRaduaTES
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2009 doCToR oF miniSTRy gRaduaTES

2009 maSTER’S gRaduaTES

2010 Graduation will be covered in the next Panorama issue.
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Master of Divinity

Marjorie Anne Ackerman

Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.

Steven Richard Allman

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Betty lyn Angelini

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Pamela S. Armstrong

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Michele l. Askerneese***

Hermitage, Pa.

Richard Arthur lindsay Bignell

Harrison City, Pa.

Charles Stewart Blackshear

Lafayette, La.

Edward herman Blank

Collingsworth, N.J.

Michael Joseph Bobula

Latrobe, Pa.

linda Sue Boehmer

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Akil Y. Chaney

Philadelphia, Pa.

Ellen Ruth Dawson

Mt. Pleasant, S.C.

Brett Matthew Dinger

Summerville, Pa.

Mark l. Frailey

Prospect, Pa.

Stephen Mathew Franklin

Boardman, Ohio

Connie Edgar Frierson

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Benjamin P. Glaser

Green Bank, W.Va.

Joanne Dempsey Glaser

Clarksburg, W.Va.

Benjamin R. Graves

Kent, Ohio

Sean Allen hall

Ashland, Ky.

Randi leigh henderson

Irwin, Pa.

Carl A. hendrickson

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Douglas Evans holmes

Albany, N.Y.

Alexandra lynnée Joachim

Youngstown, Ohio

tina M. Keller

Slippery Rock, Pa.

Cynthia D. lacey

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Michael C.t. ludwig

Holland, Mich.

Mark Jonathan Mong

Ashland, Ohio

Christopher A. Morgan

Beaver Falls, Pa.

Nadia Buzzelli Mullin

Grove City, Pa.

henry opoku**/***

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Smana Pamphile Clerfe***

Churchill, Pa.

Donald P. Polito***

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Samantha lynn Rodgers

Butler, Pa.

lawrence C. Rush Jr.***

Shaker Heights, Ohio

Jeffrey Alan Schooley

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Margaret l. Shannon

Canonsburg, Pa.

Michelle l. Snyder**/***

Kane, Pa.

laura E. Strauss

South Park, Pa.

Steven Wilson Werth***

Blissfield, Mich.

Christopher todd White

Eldred, Pa.

Kellie D. Wild

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dana R. Wilmot

Mt. Lebanon, Pa.

Rebecca J. Woomer

Duncansville, Pa.

Meredith Weaver Yuckman**

New Kensington, Pa.

Suzanne Brown Zampella

Lake City, Fla.

gRaduaTES

** Dual Degree

*** Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry
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Masters of Arts

Cynthia J. Branning

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Scott William Forrest

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Donna Byrd Gabler

Greensburg, Pa.

Brian J. hutchinson

Pittsburgh, Pa.

David Zakeriah lantz

Punxsutawney, Pa.

Brandon l. locke

Erie, Pa.

Nuhu Siman

Bika Babba, Taraba State, Nigeria

Mary Washington-

hornezes***

Monroeville, Pa.

Doctor of Ministry

David William Andrew 

Alexander

Kodiak, Ala.

Equipping Moral Decision-Makers 

at Kodiak in the 17th Coast Guard 

District

Joseph William Barth

Dagsboro, Del.

Equipping Believers for Ministry: 

Union in Christ and Our Spiritual 

Gifts

David J.W. Brown

Beavercreek, Ohio

A New Member Process as 

Relationship in Christ

Robert G. Campbell

Sharon Hill, Pa.

Diversify or Die: Seeking a Future 

in a Changing Community

John Edward Charnock

Mount Pocono, Pa.

Extending God’s Healing Mercy: 

Pastoral Care Training for Hospital 

Volunteers

Jeffrey Wayne Jones

Nathalie, Va.

A Long and Difficult Joy: From 

Disability to Resurrection

Steve Kovacevich

Prattsville, N.Y.

Pastoral Care: Developing a 

Ministry of Healing in a Parish 

Setting

Bratislav Bratso Krsic

San Diego, Calif.

The Orthodox Faith: 

Communicating Scriptures 

Through Icons and Frescoes

Martha Murchison

Marquette, Mich.

For The Living of These Days

Rhonda M. Myers

Franklin, N.J.

For Such a Time as This: 

Leadership in a Time of 

Congregational Transition

Esther 4:14b

Jerome Stevenson

North Braddock, Pa.

Real Men Follow Jesus: Seven 

Men, Seven Questions, Seven 

Weeks

John Edward White Jr.

Decatur, Ga.

“Whom Shall I Send, And Who 

Will Go For Us?” Toward the 

Construction of a Guide for 

Persons Considering Theological 

Education and the Ordained 

Ministry

Christian leadership Certificate

Metro-urban institute

Priscilla Jarrett

Patricia Jemison

Kimberly Kelly

Larnetta Rush

Spiritual Formation Certificate 

Continuing Education

Margaret J. Forema

Ellen Heriger 

Janet Reid** Dual Degree

*** Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry
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The Jennie Rigg Barbour 

Memorial Prize

Randi leigh henderson, M.Div., 

Irwin, Pa.

The Watson Samuel Boyce Music 

Prize

Suzanne Brown Zampella, 

Lake City, Fla. 

The Brooks Foundation 

Commencement Prize

Rebecca J. Woomer McGee, 

M.Div., Duncansville, Pa.

The Robert M. Ezzell Homiletical 

Prize

Connie Edgar Frierson, M.Div., 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The Paul T. Gerrard Prize in 

Homiletics and Pastoral Care

Ellen R. Dawson, M.Div., 

Mt. Pleasant, S.C.

Jackson Hale Prize in Polity

Brett M. Dinger, M.Div., 

Summerville, Pa. 

The Thomas Jamison Scholarship

Nadia Buzzelli Mullin, M.Div., 

Grove City, Pa. 

The Michael Wilson Keith 

Memorial Prize in Homiletics

Stephen M. Franklin, 

Boardman, Ohio

The Robert A. Lee Church History 

Prize

Michael C.t. ludwig, M.Div., 

Holland, Mich. and  

Nadia Buzzelli Mullin, M.Div., 

Grove City, Pa.

The Sylvester S. Marvin Fellowship 

Nadia Buzzelli Mullin, M.Div., 

Grove City, Pa. 

The John W. Meister Award in 

Pastoral Ministry

Edward herman Blank, 

Collinsworth, N.J.

Middlesex United Presbyterian 

Church (Presbyterian Church, 

USA.) Memorial Prize in Biblical 

Studies 

Randi leigh henderson, M.Div., 

Irwin, Pa.

The Clara Edna Miller Prize in 

Pastoral Theology

Rebecca J. Woomer McGee, 

M.Div., Duncansville, Pa.

The Richard J. Rapp Memorial 

Award in Doctor of Ministry 

Studies

John Edward Charnock, 

Mount Pocono, Pa. and Martha 

Murchison, Marquette, Mich.

The John Watson Prize in New 

Testament Greek

Nadia Buzzelli Mullin, M.Div., 

Grove City, Pa. and Randi leigh 

henderson, M.Div., Irwin, Pa.

The William B. Watson Prize in 

Hebrew

Douglas E. holmes, Albany, N.Y.

Row 1 Left to Right: 

Martha Murchison, Randi 

Henderson, Michael Ludwig, 

Ellen Dawson

Row 2 Left to Right: 

Connie Frierson, Edward Blank, 

Brett Dinger, Nadia Buzzelli 

Mullin, Suzanne Zampella

Row 3 Left to Right: 

Doug Holmes, John Charnock, 

Stephen Franklin, Rebecca 

Woomer McGee

During the 2009 graduation exercises, the Seminary honored a number of students for their 
outstanding accomplishments. The awards and honorees include:

24 PANORAMA
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Given to an exemplary member of the 

Pittsburgh Seminary community, the 

Calian Award winner demonstrates 

excellence in carrying out responsibilities 

and volunteer assignments and also 

expresses a caring spirit of good will 

and hope essential in life together as a 

community. The award is in recognition 

that all members of the community are 

an important part of the success of the 

Seminary. 

This year’s honoree is not known for being a vocal, highly visible part 

of the PTS community. But, in quiet and steady ways he has had 

significant impact on generations of students. The Rev. Dr. Charles 

Partee has been a dedicated employee, a colleague, and gracious spirit 

to students, faculty, and staff. Returning graduates from the past 30 

years number this professor as one of their favorites. His door was 

always open for good conversation. His annual chapel services, no 

matter how bizarre the theme, drew crowds to Hicks Chapel. In more 

recent years, his style evolved as he drew students into the planning 

process for special music, dance, drama, and technology. 

After more than 30 years of teaching at Pittsburgh Seminary, Partee 

retired last spring. He received his bachelor’s from Maryville College, 

Tenn. with a major in philosophy. He continued his studies at Austin 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary, where he received the B.D. and 

at the University of Texas (Austin) receiving his master’s in classical 

philosophy. He earned his doctorate from Princeton Theological 

Seminary in theology with a concentration in the history of doctrine. 

Prior to coming to Pittsburgh Seminary in 1978, Partee served as a 

pastor in Arkansas and New Jersey and as a professor at two colleges. 

Most of his scholarly writing concerns the theology of John Calvin. 

Recently he wrote The Theology of John Calvin (WJK, 2008). Partee 

has also written a book dealing with the pioneer missionary career 

of his father-in-law, a 1934 graduate of Pittsburgh Seminary, entitled 

Adventure in Africa: The Story of Don McClure (University of America, 

2000) and with Andrew Purves Encountering God: Christian Faith in 

Turbulent Times (WJK, 2000). 

At the time of his retirement fellow faculty members presented the 

following resolution.

Whereas the Reverend Professor Charles Partee, Ph.D., has served 

faithfully as a member of the Faculty of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

for thirty-one years;

And whereas his teaching is characterized by erudition and humor;

And whereas his scholarship and publications on the Reformer John 

Calvin have received national and international recognition;

And whereas he is a man of deep personal faith;

And whereas he is a committed churchman, serving in both parish 

and academy;

And whereas he is a trusted colleague and friend among us;

And whereas his love of the music of Mozart and the novels of 

Dickens indicates the breadth of his culture;

And whereas he is a wise man, with profound insights into the human 

condition;

And whereas he has traveled widely, with an especial fondness for 

Ethiopia;

And whereas he has penned many delightfully funny and witty 

occasional writings, with a noted predilection for the amusing pun;

And whereas he enjoys baseball and the lore of that sport;

And whereas he is a faithful husband, father, and grandfather;

Be it resolved on this twenty-second day of May 2009, that the 

Faculty of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary thanks God for Charles 

Partee and for the service he has rendered among us, and wishes him a 

happy and healthy retirement.

ThE REv. dR. ChaRLES PaRTEE, P.C . RoSSin 
PRoFESSoR EmERiTuS oF ChuRCh hiSToRy, 
EaRnS ThE CaLian aWaRd FoR CamPuS 
CommuniTy SERviCE 

Photo credit: Chris Humphrey
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the Rev. William B. Anderson ’50

Distinguished Alumnus in Missions

Under the Presbyterian Church (USA) the Rev. William (Bill) Anderson 

’50 and his wife Lois served the African people from 1951-2000. 

The couple first studied Arabic and a year later began their ministry 

in Sudan where they stayed for seven years before being expelled by 

the government. They later returned there following the end of the 

country’s long civil war. 

While in Africa, the couple trained aspiring Sudanese pastors. The 

Andersons established and taught at two Bible schools which are now 

prospering under Sudanese leadership. Bill also wrote 16 books in the 

Faith in Sudan series including Day of Devastation, Day of Contentment: 

The History of the Sudanese Church Across 2000 Years.

In January 2007, while visiting two of their daughters in Kenya, tragedy 

struck. The Andersons were involved in a “carjacking” incident, 

resulting in the instant death of Lois and daughter Zelda. The Andersons 

have four children—each born in a different African nation—and 11 

grandchildren.

the Rev. Dr. James E. Davison ’69

Distinguished Alumnus in Academics

The Rev. Dr. James E. Davison is director of Continuing Education and 

lecturer in Greek language and exegesis at Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary. Prior to coming to the Seminary in 2001, Davison was senior 

associate pastor at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Upper St. Clair. 

He is the author of the national congregational program, The Year of 

the Bible, published by the PC(USA). Davison has published four other 

books, including most recently Journey Through the Word: Exploring 

Biblical Themes (co-authored with Sara Covin Juengst). 

Davison is married to Dr. Reeny D. Davison and they have three grown 

sons and two grandchildren. Recently, with his oldest son, Tim, he 

traveled to Tanzania in Africa, where they hiked to the summit (19,340 

feet) of Mt. Kilimanjaro.

aLumnaE/i 
dayS 2009: 
CELEbRaTing 
50 yEaRS oF 
Joy

Additional information can be found online at  

www.pts.edu/Alumnaei_Days_2009. Read full bios, view photo 

galleries, and listen to presentation excerpts.

CLaSS oF 1959 gRaduaTES

Anderson is pictured 

(center) with long-

time friends Professor 

Scott Sunquist and 

his wife Nancy.
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the Rev. St. Paul Epps ’42

Distinguished Alumnus in Specialized Ministry

For 92 years, the Rev. St. Paul Epps (pictured seated on right) has quietly 

pursued Jesus and justice. In the 1960s, Epps served at the top of the 

hierarchy of the US Presbyterian Church. He spent his career leading 

churches, helping the poor, and promoting integration. 

Epps left California for New Jersey to become secretary of stewardship 

and development for the United Presbyterian Church. Church officials, 

trying to promote integration, realized their upper tier was all-white 

and asked Epps to diversify it. He traveled to the Midwest, leading 

seminars on fundraising and quietly promoting integration. In 1970, he 

was chosen to direct the church’s new National Committee on the Self-

Development of People, which doled out $10 million a year to projects 

helping poor people worldwide. 

His greatest achievement, Epps said, is not his work but his family. He 

and his wife Kathryn attribute their 66-year marriage to never going to 

bed angry. They have three children.

the Rev. Dr. Myles MacDonald ’55

Distinguished Alumnus in Pastoral Ministry

A native of Quincy, Mass., the Rev. Dr. Myles W. MacDonald is a 

graduate of Gordon College, Boston, Mass. and Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary. During his Seminary years, he was the recipient of a James 

Purdy Scholarship, the Robert A. Lee Church History Prize, and the 

Thomas Jamison Scholarship, graduating cum laude in 1955.

MacDonald has served three churches as senior pastor. During 

his pastorate in Mt. Lebanon, the church contributed more than 

$2.5 million to missions, initiated construction of the Twin Tower 

Apartments for senior citizens, and saw 28 young people enter church 

vocations. He has served on the Board of Directors of PTS, and is now 

director emeritus. In his retirement he has served as interim pastor 

of Wintergarden Presbyterian Church, Murdock, Fla., and frequently 

supplies area pulpits.

MacDonald was married for 43 years to Betty until her death in 1994. 

They have three sons, two daughters, nine grandchildren, and four 

great-grandchildren.

N
early 200 alums of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

flooded the halls, exchanged memories of years past, 

and reflected on their faith journeys since leaving 

campus during the annual 2009 Alumnae/i Days, 

“Celebrating 50 Years of Joy!” Held April 29-May 

1, alums enjoyed presentations and worship services by Distinguished 

Alumnae/i. The Rev. William B. Anderson ’50 presented “50 Years of 

Mission in Sudan and Kenya”; the Rev. Dr. Myles W. MacDonald ’55 

preached in chapel; the Rev. Dr. James E. Davison ’69 presented “A 

Light to my Path: Living with an Ancient Book in a Modern World”; 

and the Rev. St. Paul Epps ’42 was featured in a recorded conversation 

regarding his years of pursuing Jesus and justice. In conjunction 

with Alumnae/i Days, the Seminary also hosted the annual Albright-

Deering Methodist Lectureship with Kenneth J. Collins, the J. Hubert 

Henderson Conference on Church and Ministry with John D. Witvliet, 

and the archaeology lecture with Thomas Levy. In addition to a number 

of presentations, alums also enjoyed the PTS Choir Spring Concert, 

reunion luncheons, a Pittsburgh city tour, and reunion banquet.
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SEminaRy 
LEaRnS FRom 
ThE gLobaL 
ChuRCh duRing 
ShoEmakER 
ConFEREnCE

lisa Renee Sayre
M.Div. Student
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t
he Shoemaker Conference, named in honor of wise 

donor and friend, G. Albert Shoemaker, a wonderful 

supporter of the Seminary’s mission to provide Christian 

theological education of distinction to our region and 

beyond, was held on campus Dec. 10-12. The conference, 

“Proclamation & Presence: Learning from the Global Church 1910-

2010”, looked at the remarkable reversals that have taken place in 

global Christianity. Those attending asked, “What does it mean to 

proclaim the Gospel in the 21st century?” Keynote speakers Jehu J. 

Hanciles (Fuller Theological Seminary), David D. Daniels III (McCormick 

Theological Seminary), Yolanda Pierce (Princeton Theological Seminary), 

Daniel Jeyaraj (Liverpool Hope University), and Moonjang Lee (Gordon-

Conwell Theological Seminary) helped to answer that question. PTS 

student Lisa Renee Sayre reflects on these conversations.

Professor Jeyaraj shared with us that if one wants to give a good 

speech in India one should be careful to share not only one’s own 

thoughts, but also to reflect on a proverb or a poem, to show that one 

understands and respects the wisdom of those who have come before. 

And so I would like to continue here reflecting on one of the proverbs 

on which Professor Jeyaraj reflected with us: Beauty is in the eye of the 

beholder—but we’re not always right.

This proverb, taken with the professor’s caveat, helps bring into focus 

two truths. The first is that our finite human perspective is inevitable: 

there is no beauty, as we humans understand beauty, without human 

eyes to do the beholding. The second is that because our human 

perspective is finite, it is fallible: just because our eyes have seen does 

not mean that they have seen completely or aright. Taken together, 

these two truths are a call to awe and to humility. To awe, because as 

beings created in the image of God, we are gifted to see and to feel, 

to appreciate and to judge after the manner in which God does. To 

humility, because, even were we without sin, we would have these gifts 

only in measure.

Much of our conversation at the conference had to do with the 

limitedness of human perspective, and with the consequent need of 

different people(s) to be in conversation with one another. Professor 

Hanciles began his discussion of the African side of the story of mission 

in Africa as follows: “Let’s talk about a parallel universe: the world 

outside the European story.” And Professor Pierce brought up an 

African American proverb: “Until the lions write their own history, the 

tale of the hunt will always glorify the hunter.” Leslie Newbigin writes:

When one reads the missionary literature of 50 years ago one is 

struck by the calm assurance of the superiority of the white man’s 

culture, the confidence that it was only a matter of time before the 

whole world would receive its blessings, and the unconscious  

identification of the gospel with the good elements in that culture. 

[…] Today the situation is different.

The story as I hear it being told—by Newbigin, and in class, and at the 

conference—is that Western culture has, for the last several hundred 

years, been making a blasphemous claim to total perspective, a claim 

that other peoples around the world are now challenging. I write “the 

story as I hear it being told,” because I’m not sure I grew up breathing 

so intense an air of conscious cultural superiority. Instead, I grew up 

in Newbigin’s much less certain “today”—a today uncertain not only 

about the truth claims its own culture makes, but about the existence 

of any truth at all. I remember having a conversation in seventh grade 

with my friend Bekah Ramsey about whether or not God existed. After 

several hours of talking, we concluded that, although I believed in God 

and she did not, neither of us had any grounds on which to prove our 

position to the other.

Thus, we see that, as there is a danger in focusing too much on the 

certitude of human knowing, there is also a danger in focusing too 

much on its finitude. I wrote above that creation of humankind in the 

image of God calls for humbled awe. To be awed without remembering 

that we also have cause to be humble leads to self-importance and 

blasphemy. To be humbled without remembering that we also have 

cause to be awed leads to our not only thinking too little of ourselves, 

but also of our Father. Our present lack of faith in revelation is, in 

part, an extrapolation from the post-modern pessimism about human 

capability. In coming to understand that we have far less power than 

we thought we did, we have drawn the erroneous conclusion that 

God hasn’t got any power either. Some of this pessimism showed up 

in the questions that were asked of the panel in the last session of the 

conference—questions about the failure of the Western missionary 

enterprise and the irrelevancy of the Western church. And the panelists 

reminded us of an important truth: just because the Western church 

isn’t the “big deal” it thought it was, that doesn’t mean that God 

hasn’t been working in the world, tending seeds planted by less-than-

adept sowers, because, well, that’s just the sort of wonderful thing God 

does.

God does it because of Jesus: it all comes down to the Incarnation in 

the end, that ultimate call for humility and awe. Humility because God 

comes, at least in part, because of what we are not. Awe because God 

comes that we may be made like God. “Until the lions write their own 

history, the tale of the hunt will always glorify the hunter.” Yes, but the 

Christian claim is much greater, for neither the lions nor their hunters 

can be truly known unless they are seen through the eyes of the One 

who called them into being. And the gift of the Holy Spirit makes it 

possible for them, even through finite human eyes, to be so known—

and so beloved.
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R
ecently, a donor commented 

to me that he and his wife 

were making a generous gift to 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

because it was a great privilege 

to support those being prepared to go out to 

spread the good news of the gospel at home 

and abroad.

The Apostle Paul’s ministry was funded in this 

way; through the gifts of generous donors who 

believed that sharing the news that God had 

come to be the sacrifice so that our relationship 

with God and with each other might be 

restored.

In Paul’s letter to the Church at Philippi he 

writes, “I am fully satisfied, now that I have 

received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, 

a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and 

pleasing to God” (Phil 4:18).

As the fragrance of spring flowers continues 

to weft through the air I ask that you consider 

making a generous gift to Pittsburgh Seminary. 

You gift will help to satisfy the financial need 

of PTS students who are called, like the Apostle 

Paul, to spread the fragrance of the good news 

of Jesus Christ.

I thank you in advance for your generosity.

Thomas J. Pappalardo

Vice President for Advancement and Marketing

a FRagRanT 
oFFERing

P.S. Remember, our 

fiscal year ends 

on May 31 and 

your gift would be 

appreciated before 

that date.
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In our recent Celebration of Giving, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

said thank you to our donors—friends, alumnae/i, churches, 

organizations, and Seminary employees—for their generous donations 

from June 1, 2008-May 31, 2009. Board member Thomas St. Clair was 

missing from the consecutive years of giving section. Thanks, Tom for 

your eight faithful years! The Rev. Edwin E. Liddell ’56 was mistakenly 

marked as deceased. We’re happy to report that Edwin is alive; he told 

us so himself. Additionally, the Rev. Dr. and Mrs. William J. Carl III were 

missing from the John McMillan Society member list. Please accept our 

apologies and our thanks for your continued support. 

Corrections

Student Papers Win awards
Eastern Great Lakes Biblical Society, a regional association of biblical 

scholars, recognized PTS students Jeremy Fisher (Best Student Paper, 

Old Testament) and Daniel Frayer-Griggs ’08 (Best Student Paper, New 

Testament) with awards. This is the second time in as many years that 

PTS students have swept the best paper categories. Last year’s honorees 

included Brian Diebold ’08 (Best Student Paper, Old Testament) and 

Daniel Frayer-Griggs ‘08 (Non-Canonical Works). Congratulations to 

these students and alums who continue to do great work. 

As we head from the snowy weather to more pleasant days of 

sunshine, we think about change. Some changes are huge and 

life altering. Others are rather mundane, but it seems like it is the 

mundane changes that can be the most challenging. 

At the Seminary we are going through one of those times of change 

as we move to a new phone system. The biggest change related to 

this new system is that every phone on campus has its own direct 

dial number. You can find all of our new numbers on the Seminary’s 

website at www.pts.edu/directory. The central number (412-362-

5610) is still the same. If you call this number during normal office 

hours, a student receptionist will assist you in connecting your call. 

Seminary operating 
direct dial System

Summer
Youth

Institute
Two weeks of theological 

inquiry and spiritual 
formation for students 

entering their senior year of 
high school. 

Participants receive full 
scholarships.

Applications are now being 
accepted for the 14th annual 

Summer Youth Institute. 

July 17-31, 2010

visit summeryouthinstitute.org

write  Staff Box 56 
  Pittsburgh Theological  
 Seminary
 616 N. Highland Ave. 
 Pittsburgh, PA 15206

call  1-800-451-4194

e-mail syi@pts.edu

The Rev. Roy F. Miller, Ph.D., 
and Mrs. Florence Lantz Miller
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Seal
After nearly 50 years Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary has a new seal. Adopted in 

November 2009, the seal marks 50 years since 

the consolidation of our antecedent seminaries: 

Western and Pittsburgh-Xenia. 

The central image in the shield of the seal is a 

St. Andrew’s cross, a link to our Presbyterian 

history and heritage. In the quadrant created 

by the cross there are four symbols: Alpha 

and Omega (God is the beginning and the 

end of all that we are and all that we do.); an 

open book (We study, preach, and share the 

Word.); a globe (We are active in the world to 

which God calls us to serve.); and the Lamp 

of Knowledge (We are an institution of higher 

education.). Note also that the top of the crest 

is actually the image of a bridge, symbolic 

of the city of Pittsburgh itself, home to more 

bridges than any other city in the world.

Jane E. Vennard
Former Adjunct Faculty, Iliff School of Theology

Michael Lindvall 
Pastor, The Brick Presbyterian Church

Edith M. Humphrey
Professor, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

June 6-9, 2010

Summer Leadership Conference Office of Continuing Education
412-924-1345
ConEd@pts.edu
www.pts.edu

InsIghts Into the 
spIrItual Journey
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Through the Pittsburgh Theological Journal, students, 

faculty and alumnae/i contribute to the development of 

pastor-theologians by promoting theological reflection, 

intellectual integrity, and practical wisdom in ministry. 

The Journal was published for the first time last spring 

and included research articles, dissertation abstracts, 

book reviews, sermons, and reflections on pastoral and 

educational ministry. This year’s issue is also available. To 

establish or renew a subscription at $10/year or update 

a mailing address, please contact journal@pts.edu. 

This year’s student editors include Darren Belajac, Kelsy Brown, 

Michael Holohan, Brian Hutchinson, Anna Lazzari, and William Scott. 

“Starting an academic journal from scratch was even more difficult 

than I imagined it would be,” said Holohan. “But, all of the editors 

agree that it has certainly been worth the effort. I think the quality 

of the work that we have published is a testament to the quality of 

students here—to their dedication to intellectual integrity and wisdom 

in ministry. Beyond that it is also a testament to the faculty who have 

nurtured us in our theological work and to the resources that support 

that work—like a great library and a Student Association that is able 

to fund projects like this journal. I hope that many people beyond the 

campus community will pick up a copy of the journal and benefit from 

the collected effort that it contains.” 

Students Produce the Seminary’s First academic Journal

Seminary’s modern history 
Recorded in Ever a Vision
Ever a Vision: A Brief History of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 1959-

2009 (Eerdmans, 2009) narrates the 50-year history of Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary. The Rev. Dr. Donald McKim ’74 expertly tells 

the Seminary’s story, from its first days after the consolidation of its 

two predecessors—Western Theological Seminary of the Presbyterian 

Church in the United States of America and Pittsburgh-Xenia 

Theological Seminary of the United Presbyterian Church in North 

America—through today. McKim describes the tensions encountered 

in bringing together these two different faculties from denominations 

which, though both Presbyterian, represented different theological 

emphases. He recounts the Seminary’s growth, its struggles, its various 

curricula and presidents, and examines the concerns and activities of 

its students through these five decades. Finally, he chronicles the latest 

chapter of the Seminary’s development in which its financial condition 

has been strengthened, its curriculum stabilized, and its vision for the 

future sharpened. Ever a Vision includes a forward by President William 

J. Carl III.

McKim is executive editor for theology and reference at Westminster 

John Knox Press. He is the author and editor of several books, including 

The Cambridge Companion to John Calvin, Dictionary of Major Biblical 

Interpreters, and Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian Answers.

Order a copy of Ever a Vision online through Cokesbury at 

www.cokesbury.com. 
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Scott Harrison, MD 

Harrison is president 

and CEo of CUrE 

International, an 

organization he 

founded with his 

wife in 1996. His 

decision to start 

CUrE International was the direct result of 

his passion to cure the neediest disabled 

children in the world and to train others to 

do the same. His experience is extensive, 

ranging from a year of medical service in the 

Vietnam War to personally treating 3,000 

disabled children in malawi. Harrison has 

practiced orthopedic surgery for 27 years since 

graduating from the University of Pittsburgh 

medical School.

additionally, he has served as clinical 

professor of orthopedic surgery at Penn 

State medical School, director of scoliosis 

service for the Pennsylvania State Crippled 

Children’s Hospital, and chief of orthopedics 

at Harrisburg Hospital. In 1991, Harrison led 

Kirschner medical Corporation through a 

merger with Biomet Inc. The success of that 

merger provided the funding and the freedom 

for Harrison to pursue his vision of healing 

disabled children. 

Harrison is a member of the Evangelical Free 

Church of america and is married. 

Alexandra Joachim 

her m.Div. from the 

Seminary this past 

spring. She earned 

her bachelor’s from 

miami University, 

ohio studying 

speech communication. at the Seminary, 

Joachim led the Preaching association, 

coordinating student preaching opportunities 

in community churches. She was also the 

co-founder of the Green Committee at PTS. 

Joachim traveled on World mission Initiative 

cross-cultural trips including Southeast asia 

and the Bahamas. While in Seminary, Joachim 

also served as a public relations intern with 

Homewood-Brushton Community ministries.

Since fall, Joachim has been working with 

Communities in Schools in two capacities—as 

a mentor coordinator in the Pittsburgh Public 

Schools and as a recruiter for First row, a 

rowing and college prep program for urban 

high school girls. additionally she is co-leading 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church’s young adult 

Bible study.

The Rev. Candace 

Veon-Nyiri 

Veon-nyiri ‘96 

holds her bachelor’s 

from Grove City 

College, m.Ed. from 

the University of 

arkansas, master’s 

level teaching certificate in elementary 

education from Westminster College, and 

m.Div. from the Seminary. 

Before following the call to seminary, Veon-

nyiri taught elementary school and served as 

CE/youth director at Clen-moore Presbyterian 

Church, new Castle, Pa. after Seminary 

she served as hospital chaplain in a Clinical 

Pastoral Education residency program at 

Hershey/Penn State medical Center. Veon-

nyiri now serves as the designated associated 

pastor for contemporary worship and small 

group ministry at Gettysburg Presbyterian 

Church. 

Veon-nyiri’s interests include Family Systems 

theory, spiritual formation throughout the 

lifespan, exploring new ways to be the Church 

in postmodern culture, and talking about 

theological themes in film and literature. She is 

married to fellow PTS alum the rev. Louis nyiri 

II ’96 and daughter of the rev. robert L. Veon 

’61/’96. Veon-nyiri is the mother of one. 

pTS NewS

PTS ElEcTS Six To ThE Board
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is governed by a 40-member Board of 

Directors. Each year, the Board elects new member representing both 

clergy and laity, Presbyterian and non-Presbyterian, in numbers defined 

by its by-laws. members are chosen based upon their commitments 

to theological education and the Church, along with the unique 

professional insights and skills that they would offer in service as 

directors. In addition to their wisdom in the areas of finance, human 

resources, construction, strategic planning, and administration, our 

directors are also actively involved in “bridging the Word and the 

world.” many balance professional positions of responsibility with 

passion for mission outreach and community service. We are proud to 

introduce you to these newest members of the Board: 

Joachim ’09 earned 
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the Rev. william H. 

Curtis, D.Min.

Senior pastor of 

mt. ararat Baptist 

Church, located in 

urban Pittsburgh, 

Curtis is a native of 

Baltimore, md. He 

accepted a call to ministry at the age of 17. 

Since then, has earned his bachelor’s from 

morgan State University, m.Div. from Howard 

University School of Divinity, and D.min. from 

United Theological Seminary. 

Since Curtis’ arrival at mt. ararat, the church 

has grown from 400 to more than 7,500 

with four worship services each weekend. His 

ministry has led to several landmark events 

at mt. ararat, including the formation of a 

Community Development Corporation to 

minister to the greater Pittsburgh area and 

the liquidation of the church mortgage in 

a one-day “Harvest Sunday” offering. He 

implemented a community tithe program 

which returns more than 10 percent of the 

congregation’s offering to the community.

Curtis has emerged as one of the well-

known, spirit-filled preachers of our time. His 

spiritual wisdom and influence has earned 

him participation in a nation think-tank with 

former President Clinton, inclusion in the book 

Outstanding Black Sermons, Volume Four and 

the opportunity to minister in a multiplicity of 

political and community forum throughout 

Pittsburgh.

He serves on the Board of the Urban League 

of Pittsburgh, is a member of the african 

american Leadership Committee, and is the 

president of Hampton University ministers’ 

Conference.

Curtis is married with one daughter. 

Robert L. Dawson

robert Dawson is a 

nationally recognized 

healthcare business 

leader who has 

served in senior 

roles of managed 

care companies, 

physician, and hospital organizations and 

president and CEo of HealthSpring of 

alabama Inc., one of the nation’s leading 

coordinated care companies serving medicare 

populations. He provides leadership for 

a unique physician engagement business 

model and is responsible for all aspects of 

business operations in alabama, mississippi, 

and northern Florida. Dawson is the former 

president and CEo of Health america, a $2 

billion managed care company providing 

insurance products throughout Pennsylvania.

Dawson’s community activities include serving 

on the board of local United Ways and Penn 

State Harrisburg in addition to the Board of 

Visitors of Davidson College. He served as an 

elder and deacon in the Presbyterian Church 

(USa) and is a member of Independent 

Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, ala. Bob 

is a native of South Carolina and graduate of 

Davidson College. 

He is married to Emmie. 

Victor G. Vogel, 

MD, MHs, FACp

In 2009 Vogel 

became the national 

vice president for 

research at the 

american Cancer 

Society. Prior to his 

current appointment, Vogel was professor of 

medicine and epidemiology at the University 

of Pittsburgh School of medicine and was 

co-director of the magee-Women’s Hospital/

University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute 

Biochemoprevention Program. 

He earned his medical degree from Temple 

University medical School and went on to 

serve an internship and residency in internal 

medicine at the Baltimore City Hospitals and 

a fellowship in medical oncology at Johns 

Hopkins oncology Center. Vogel earned his 

master’s of health science from Johns Hopkins 

University School of Hygiene and Public 

Health, where he was andrew W. mellon 

Fellow in Clinical Epidemiology. 

a Fellow of the american Colleges of 

medicine and Preventative medicine, Vogel is 

board-certified in internal medicine, medical 

oncology, and general preventative medicine/

public health. He has earned numerous 

awards and honors including the Impact 

award from the national Consortium of Breast 

Centers in 2009 for outstanding dedication 

and exceptional accomplishments in the fight 

against breast cancer. additionally, he has 

written more than 250 articles, book chapters, 

and abstracts. 

Vogel is married to his wife Sally. 
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FaCuLTy/STaFF nEWS
Please note: All churches are Presbyterian and in Pittsburgh unless otherwise indicated.

The Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes, Robert Meneilly Professor of Leadership 

and Ministry and pastor of Shadyside Presbyterian Church, wrote 

“Living Under Heaven” which appeared in Presbyterian Preaching: 

Great Ends of the Church (Forthcoming, 2010); “Holy Ground” and 

“Poet in Residence” for The Christian Century; and “The Meandering 

Ministry” for From Midterms to Ministry (Eerdmans, 2008). He led the 

three-part series “Preaching as a Sacred Conversation” through the 

Seminary’s Continuing Education department. Additionally, Barnes 

served as adjunct professor at Mars Hill Graduate School and taught 

a course on church history. He spoke at Mount Hermon Christian 

Conference Center on “Jesus the Healer” and at First PC of Berkeley 

on “Holding It Together”. Barnes was the lecturer and preacher at 

the Festival of Homiletics presenting “Finding Your Congregation in 

the Text” and “When Christians Are Embarrassing”. He preached 

the sermon “Do It Again” at St. Simons PC, St. Simons Island, Ga. 

Barnes was the keynote speaker for the Erskine Lecture Series at 

Erskine Theological Seminary, preaching the message “The Blessed 

Broiled Fish” and leading a workshop for students on preaching and 

sermon delivery. He was also the retreat leader at LaCanada PC Men’s 

Retreat, discussing “Pursuing God’s Heart”. At the Calvin Symposium 

on Worship in Grand Rapids, Mich., Barnes was the preacher and 

workshop leader. He also participated in the Symposium leading two 

workshops: “Preaching Parables” and “Moving from Text to Subtext”.

The Rev. Dr. John Burgess, James Henry Snowden Professor of 

Systematic Theology, wrote three essays for Feasting on the Word: 

Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary (Year B, Volume 4); “Calvin 

and the Politics of ‘The Holy Life’” for The Presbyterian Outlook; and 

“Orthodox Resurgence” for The Christian Century (an expanded 

version appeared in Religion in Eastern Europe). Additionally, he co-

edited with Michael Weinrich, What is Justification About? (Eerdmans, 

2009). Burgess attended the annual meeting of the Society of Christian 

Ethics and made a major presentation on “Entertaining Angels 

Unawares, or Going outside the Camp? Rethinking Hospitality in Terms 

of a Conversion to the Foreign,” and co-chaired a session on “Scripture 

and Economics” for the Scripture and Ethics Interest Group. He likewise 

attended the annual meeting of the American Theological Society and 

made a major presentation on “Reconstructing Christ and Culture: The 

Perils of Orthodox Renewal in Post-Soviet Russia”. Burgess participated 

in an outcomes assessment seminar sponsored by the Association of 

Theological Schools and a meeting of the Barth Translators Board. His 

preaching and church teaching included Chisholm Trail PC, Yukon, 

Okla.; Fox Chapel PC, on “Do I Control My Money, or Does It Control 

Me? A Biblical, Theological Approach”; Sharon Community PC, on 

“A Protestant Journey into Russian Orthodoxy”; East Liberty PC, on 

“War—What Is God Doing?” and the Good Samaritan Service; Church 

of the Covenant, Washington, Pa. (ordination service of Randall Boyer 

’09); Westminster PC, on “Worship and Sacraments”; and Shadyside 

PC, on “Scripture as the Word of God”. Additionally, he participated 

in a meeting of the Core Cluster of the Re-forming Ministry Initiative 

of the Office of Theology and Worship (PCUSA) and participated in the 

concluding conference. Burgess led seminars on “Barth’s Missiology” 

and made a presentation on “Augustine and The City of God” for a 

reading group of local Presbyterian pastors. He also participated in 

“A Conference on Reformed Ecclesiology” and made a presentation 

on “Ecclesiology and Eschatology” at First PC, Glen Ellyn, Ill. Burgess 

lectured on “Orthodoxy and Contemporary Russian Society” at the 

Foreign Service Institute, Washington, D.C. and at the University of 

Pittsburgh on “The Significance of Monasteries in Post-Communist 

Russia”. Recently he traveled to eastern Germany and Russia. 

The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III, president and professor of homiletics, 

was the Wiseman preacher and lecturer at First PC, Tulsa, Okla. He 

served as chaplain at the Presbyterian House at Chautauqua, N.Y. 

and the Presidents’ Intensive Seminar sponsored by the Association 

of Theological Schools in Santa Fe, N.M. Additionally, he preached 

at Young Nak PC, Los Angeles, Calif.; First PC, San Antonio, Texas; 

First PC of Pittsburgh (for the installation of new pastor, Tom Hall 

’08); PC of Stanley, Kan.; Cross Roads PC, Monroeville, Pa.; First PC, 

Willoughby, Ohio; Aspinwall PC, Aspinwall, Pa.; Old Union Church, 

Mars, Pa.; Brockway PC, Brockway, Pa.; Independent PC, Birmingham, 

Ala.; Massanetta Springs Conference Center, Harrisonburg, Va.; and 

Epworth Heights Church, Ludington, Mich. Carl also preached and 

lectured at the Omaha School for Preachers, Hastings, Neb. He gave 

the Charge for the Ordination Service of the Rev. Anthony Rivera, 

associate director of admissions at PTS, at San Andres PC, Bronx, N.Y. 

Further, he participated in alumnae/i events in Arizona, California, 

Florida, New York, and Tennessee. Carl also served as chair of the 

Accrediting Team for the Association of Theological Schools at the 

Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest, Austin, Texas. He 

attended special events including the Presidents and Board Chairs 

meeting of the Committee on Theological Education, San Antonio, 

Texas; Association of Theological Schools Outcomes Assessment 

Workshop; inauguration of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary’s 

new president; Committee on Theological Education meeting in 

Richmond, Va.; and conference on Codex Sinaiticus in London, 

England.
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Mara Dabrishus, evening and weekend librarian at the Seminary, put 

lasting images from a childhood spent following racing to good use 

and beat out an award-laden field of finalists to win the ninth biennial 

Thoroughbred Times Fiction Contest in her first attempt. Dabrishus’ 

story “Whirlaway” was selected as the best of the 62 stories submitted 

for the contest earning her a cash prize. She beat out a stellar group 

of finalists to win this year, including the first three finishers from 2008 

and two previous winners. 

The Rev. Dr. James E. Davison, ’69, director of Continuing Education 

and lecturer in Greek, taught three Sunday-morning classes on the 

so-called “New Atheists,” entitled “Must Faith End?” at Westminster 

PC in Upper St. Clair, Pa. He presented a similar series at Christ United 

Methodist Church in Bethel Park, Pa. on the four Sunday mornings. 

Davison also taught two Sunday-morning sessions at Fox Chapel PC 

on the “The Book of Hebrews and the New Testament Canon.” Last 

March, he taught a course in the PTS Continuing Education series 

that supports the Presbyterian Church Educator Certification Program. 

The topic was “Biblical Interpretation”. In June, Davison preached at 

Northminster PC, Bellevue, Pa. and during the summer he taught four 

Sunday-morning classes at the Mt. Lebanon UPC, again on the theme 

of the “New Atheists.” He also traveled with one of his sons, Scott, 

to the Sierra Nevada range in California, where they and two friends 

went backpacking for four nights in King’s Canyon. Davison was 

honored at Alumnae/i Days this past spring as a Distinguished Alumnus 

for Excellence in Academics. His presentation can be found on the 

Seminary website at www.pts.edu/Almunaei_Days_2009.

The Rev. Dr. Donald E. Gowan, Robert Cleveland Holland Professor 

Emeritus of Old Testament, celebrated his 81st birthday with the 

publication of his new book The Bible On Forgiveness (Wipf and Stock). 

The same publisher has also reissued his first three books. He continues 

to teach one course a year at the Seminary, in the 11th year since 

retiring.

Nancy Lapp, curator emerita of the Kelso Bible Lands Museum, wrote 

Shechem IV: The Persian-Hellenitic Pottery of Shechem/Tell Balatah 

published in the American Schools of Oriental Research Archaeological 

Reports. 

Dr. Sharon Taylor, Donald G. Miller Librarian and director of the 

Barbour Library, was a panel participant at the ATLA Annual Conference 

discussing seminary library finance and racial diversity in the library 

staff. She co-wrote “Effective Leadership in Tough Times: Three Essays” 

for Theological Librarianship: An Online Journal of the American 

Theological Library Association. 

The Rev. Dr. Steven Tuell, who was awarded tenure this year, has 

published a new book, Ezekiel for the New International Biblical 

Commentary (Hendrickson, 2009). He discussed his Ezekiel commentary 

with a meeting of Executive Presbyters at PTS, and at an alumnae/i 

gathering in Chicago. He also presented a four-week study on Ezekiel 

at Covenant PC, Butler Pa., and a Lenten study on Ezekiel at St. Paul’s 

United Methodist Church, Allison Park, Pa. Tuell wrote the “Adult Bible 

Studies Teacher”, a church school publication of the United Methodist 

Publishing House, for the Spring quarter of 2009. He has also published 

three articles: “Zerah, Zerahites,” in The New Interpreter’s Dictionary 

of the Bible (Abingdon, 2009), “1 and 2 Chronicles,” in the Bible Briefs 

Series (Anglican Association of Biblical Scholars, 2009) and “Between 

Text and Sermon: Psalm 1,” in Interpretation (2009). In August, Tuell 

taught a continuing education course for United Methodist clergy at the 

Olmsted Manor Retreat Center, lecturing on “I Am No Prophet”, “What 

is a Prophet,” and “Should I Be One?”. Following up on his course in 

the PTS Continuing Education series on theology and science called 

“Beginnings: What Genesis Says (And Doesn’t Say),” he led a weekend 

retreat at Laurelville Mennonite Church Center for Ben Avon PC and a 

three-week seminar at Third PC on that same topic. He also presented a 

three-week study of Judges at Oakmont PC in Oakmont, Pa.

The Rev. George E. Tutwiler, organist-choirmaster and instructor in 

church music and United Methodist studies, served as guest organist 

at Fox Chapel Episcopal, First PC, South Avenue United Methodist, 

Wilkinsburg, Pa., Trinity Cathedral, Coraopolis United Methodist, 

Westminster PC, and Third PC, and was organist for a Compline 

service at Heinz Chapel. He participated in the Royal Canadian College 

of Organists in Toronto and the ecumenical communion service at 

Chautauqua Institution. This past summer he spoke at Mt. Lebanon 

United Methodist Church’s summer series, Faith for Today, on “Sweet 

Singers of Methodism: Charles Wesley, Fanny Crosby, and Charles 

Tindley”.

The Rev. Dr. Edwin Chr. van Driel, assistant professor of theology, 

published “Church and Covenant: Theological Resources for Divided 

Denominations” in Theology Today (January 2009). The article was 

featured in The Christian Century and will be reprinted in Ecumenical 

Ecclesiology: Unity, Diversity and Otherness in a Fragmented World 

(Continuum, 2009). Van Driel also published three essays on the 

Psalms in Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common 

Lectionary (Year B, Volume 3), and “Incarnation Anyway: A Case 

for Supralapsarian Christology” in the first issue of the Pittsburgh 

Theological Journal. Van Driel preached his good-bye as associate 

chaplain at the Lutheran Home in Southbury in December 2008, in 

preparation to assuming his duties at PTS in January 2009. Three times 

van Driel traveled to Louisville, Ky., for the meetings of the Presbyterian 

Committee on Congregational Song which prepares the new 

PC(USA) hymnal. He is one of the primary authors of the committee’s 

Theological Vision Statement (available at www.presbyterianhymnal.

org). This past summer van Driel devoted his time to a CPE internship at 

Griffin Hospital in Derby, Conn. He also preached at the Calvin Birthday 

Celebration at Valley Presbyterian Church in Brookfield, Conn.
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Seminary Welcomes 
new Employees
The Seminary welcomed a number of new faces across various 

departments. We welcome the following and are grateful for their 

contributions to the PTS community.

Mara Dabrishus joined the staff in 2009 

and is the night and weekend supervisor in 

the Library. She received her B.A. from the 

University of Arkansas and her M.S.L.S. from 

the University of North Carolina.

Melody Downie-Dack is the assistant 

director of the Playroom. She has 

a bachelor’s and master’s from Whitworth 

University. Downie-Dack previously worked 

as a school teacher and is married to current 

student David Dack.

Rebekah little is the Playroom aide. She is 

a graduate of Messiah College and started at 

the Seminary this past fall.

ingid Shaw brings years of hotel 

management experience to the position of 

hospitality receptionist. She is a graduate of 

the University of Hawaii.

The Rev. Dr. Steven S. Tuell was recently 

installed into the James A. Kelso Associate 

Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament Chair. 

After studying at West Virginia Wesleyan 

College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 

Tuell earned his doctorate in Hebrew Bible at 

Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. He 

taught at Erskine College, S.C. (1989-1992) 

and Randolph-Macon College, Va. (1992-

2005), receiving numerous awards for teaching excellence. 

Tuell’s particular research interest is the biblical literature of the early 

Persian period. He has written numerous articles and book reviews, 

including multiple entries in Feasting on the Word (a commentary 

on the Common Lectionary published by Westminster John Knox), 

and has also been a frequent contributor to the United Methodist 

Publishing House Adult Bible Studies curriculum and Bible Reader 

series. Tuell has written a study of Ezekiel 40—48 in the Harvard 

Semitic Monographs Series, a commentary on 1 and 2 Chronicles in the 

Interpretation Series, and with John Strong co-edited a Festschrift for 

S. Dean McBride Jr. His most recent book is a commentary on Ezekiel, 

published by Hendrickson in the New International Commentary on 

the Old Testament series in 2008. He is now writing a commentary on 

Nahum through Malachi. An ordained elder in the United Methodist 

Church, Tuell has served churches in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, West 

Virginia, and Virginia. He is a member in full connection of The Western 

Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church, and preaches 

and teaches frequently throughout the area. He and his wife Wendy 

have three college-age sons.

The Chair is named in honor of James A. Kelso, former professor and 

president of Western Theological Seminary, an antecedent of Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary. Born to missionary parents in India in 1873, Kelso 

attended Washington and Jefferson College. He continued his studies 

at Western Theological Seminary and was ordained in the Presbyterian 

Church in 1898. After completing his Doctor of Philosophy degree 

at the University of Leipzig in 1900, he achieved full professorship in 

Hebrew and Old Testament literature at his alma mater. He served as 

professor at Western Seminary from 1901 until 1943 and president 

from 1908 until 1943. Mrs. Henrietta T. Campbell established the James 

A. Kelso Chair in 1961.

Professor Steven Tuell 
installed into Chair
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The Seminary lost 

one of its own Tues., 

Jan. 26 when M. 

Tim Browning died 

unexpectedly at 

the age of 49. He 

joined the Seminary’s 

staff as head of 

technical services and lead cataloger in 2008. 

A memorial service was held in his honor at 

PTS April 7.

“Tim was a dear, sweet man with a deep faith 

and a ready smile,” said President Carl.

Browning earned his bachelor’s from Barton 

College, M.Div. from Lexington Theological 

Seminary, and M.L.S. from the University of 

North Carolina. Over the years he worked as 

head of technical services in the libraries of 

College of Mount St. Joseph and Lexington 

Seminary. He served as director of the library 

at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, 

Ga. for more than 10 years and was the 

director of the library at Lexington Seminary. 

Browning was an ordained Disciples of Christ 

pastor and has served several churches 

as pastor and at denominational offices 

throughout the years.

He is survived by his wife Sarah, in Lexington, 

Ky. and their two children.

PtS NEWS

Seminary mourns 
Loss of Employee 
Tim browning

board member 
Emeritus mary 
belton dies at 97

new homiletics Professor 
Joins Faculty

Board Member Emeritus Mary 

Belton died Jan. 22 at the age of 

97. She completed Clarion Normal 

School’s two-year teaching program 

and obtained her master’s degree 

from Penn State University. She 

then worked as a teacher in several 

Snyder Township, Pa. elementary 

schools. 

Belton was a member of the 

Brockway Presbyterian Church 

for 85 years and was active in 

church work. She was one of 

the first women elders in that 

church and taught the women’s 

Sunday school class. Belton was 

a moderator of the Kiskiminetas 

Presbytery. In addition to serving on 

the PTS board was also a member 

of the Presbyterian Homes of 

Pennsylvania.

This summer the Seminary 

welcomes Audrey Thompson as 

assistant professor of homiletics. 

“The Homiletics Search Committee 

has been working hard for more 

than a year looking far and wide to 

find an outstanding candidate to 

present to the Board—and we are 

convinced that Audrey Thompson 

is that person. We believe she will 

make a significant contribution to 

the teaching of preaching both at 

Pittsburgh Seminary and beyond,” 

said President Carl.

Thompson earned her degrees from Hampton University  School of 

Theology (B.A.), Virginia Union University (M.Div.), and Princeton 

Theological Seminary (M.Th.). Additionally, she received her doctorate 

from Princeton Theological Seminary this spring. Her previous teaching 

roles include Candler School of Theology, Princeton Theological Seminary, 

and Virginia Union University. She has served in two churches. Thompson 

will also be ordained this spring as a minister in her denomination, The 

Progressive Baptist Church.
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PtS NEWS

the historical Christ and the theological Jesus

In The Historical Christ 

and the Theological Jesus, 

which he describes as “my 

personal testimony to doubt 

seeking understanding,” 

Dr. Dale C. Allison Jr., Errett 

M. Grable Professor of 

New Testament Exegesis 

and Early Christianity, 

thoughtfully addresses ongoing historical-theological questions 

concerning Jesus. What should one think of the modern quest for 

the historical Jesus when there is such enduring discord among the 

experts, and when personal agendas play such a large role in the 

reconstructions? How much history is in the Gospels, and how much 

history does Christian theology require that there be? How does the 

quest impinge upon conventional Christian beliefs, and what might it 

contribute to contemporary theological reflection? The Historical Christ 

and the Theological Jesus (Eerdmans, 2009) is the personal statement of 

lessons that a respected participant in the quest has learned throughout 

the course of his academic career.

Allison has been on the faculty of PTS since 1997. He has also written 

The Luminous Dusk, a book on religious experience in the modern 

world, and a full-length commentary on the Testament of Abraham. His 

other recently published works include Resurrecting Jesus, Studies in 

Matthew, and The Love There That’s Sleeping: The Art and Spirituality 

of George Harrison. He is currently at work on a full-length commentary 

on the Epistle of James. He is married to Kristine Allison and they have 

three children.

Public theology for a Global Society: Essays in honor of Max 

Stackhouse

In these essays honoring ethicist Max 

Stackhouse, leading Christian scholars 

consider the historical roots and ongoing 

resources of public theology as a vital 

element in the church’s engagement with 

global issues. Public Theology for a Global 

Society (Eerdmans, 2009), co-edited by the 

Rev. Dr. Deidre King Hainsworth and Scott 

R. Paeth explores the concept of public 

theology and the challenge of relating theological claims to a larger 

social and political context. The range of essays included allows 

readers to understand public theology as both theological practice 

and public speech, and to consider the potential and limits of public 

theology in ecumenical and international networks. The essays begin 

by introducing the development of public theology as an area of study 

and the historical interrelationship of religious, legal, and professional 

categories. The later essays discuss the emerging problems in public 

theology, as religious communities encounter shifting “publics” that 

are being transformed by globalization and sweeping political and 

technological changes. 

Hainsworth joined the Seminary faculty in 2005 upon completing her 

doctorate in Christian social ethics/religion and society at Princeton 

Theological Seminary. In addition to her work as a professor, she 

also directs the Seminary’s Center for Business, Religion and Public 

Life. A former church educator and pastor, Hainsworth is ordained 

as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the United Church of Christ 

and serves on the UCC’s Science and Technology Network. She 

was awarded Wabash Center pre-tenure fellowships for 2006 and 

2007, in support of her ongoing research on the ethical and ecclesial 

implications of emerging information technologies, and frequently 

presents her research in ethics, technology, and vocation at academic 

conferences as well as for church and denominational audiences

FaCuLTy PubLiCaTionS
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What is Justification About?: Reformed Contributions to an 

Ecumenical theme

What is Justification About? (Eerdmans, 

2009) co-edited by the Rev. Dr. John P. 

Burgess and Michael Weinrich offers a 

Reformed perspective on contemporary 

ecumenical discussion by carefully exploring 

the biblical message of justification and then 

demonstrating how justification as a doctrine 

functions as an integrative theological 

principle. Written by an international group 

of distinguished Reformed scholars, with 

the support of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, this book 

also considers the relevance of justification for social ethics and 

contemporary cultural issues. 

Burgess is the James Henry Snowden Professor of Systematic Theology 

at the Seminary. He has taught at PTS since 1998. His other publications 

include The East German Church and the End of Communism, Why 

Scripture Matters: Reading the Bible in a Time of Church Conflict, 

After Baptism: Shaping the Christian Life, and numerous essays. He 

has edited In Whose Image: Faith, Science, and the New Genetics. 

Burgess is a member of the Re-forming Ministry Initiative of the Office 

of Theology and Worship, and a board member and a faculty mentor 

for the Company of New Pastors, a Lilly Endowment-funded program 

that assists Presbyterian candidates in the transition from seminary into 

ordained ministry. In recent years, he has lived and traveled extensively 

in Russia, where he has observed the Orthodox tradition and the rebirth 

of the Christian church after 75 years of Communism.

 Literate Culture and Tenth-
Century Canaan: The Tel Zayit 
Abecedary in Context Wins 
Award

Co-edited by Dr. Ron E. 

Tappy and P. Kyle McCarter 

Literate Culture and the 

Tenth-Century Canaan: The 

Tel Zayit Abecedary in 

Context (Eisenbrauns, 2008) 

won the 2009 Frank Moore 

Cross Award from The 

American Schools of 

Oriental Research (ASOR). 

On the final day of the 

2005 excavation at Tel Zayit, 

Tappy’s team discovered a 

heavy limestone boulder 

with a large, bowl-shaped 

hollow ground into one side and two lines of alphabetic writing 

incised into the other side. This inscription was recognized to be an 

abecedary containing all the letters of the Canaanite alphabet—the 

most substantial abecedary found thus far in a stratified 10th-century 

archaeological context in Israel. It evinces the linear alphabetic script 

of the Central and Southern Canaanite interior at the beginning of the 

first millennium B.C.E. Throughout the book the contributors situate 

the archaeological, geographical, and social context of Tel Zayit and 

discuss the paleography of the script. They also offer insightful analysis 

regarding the possible extent of literacy and education in ancient 

Israel and comment on the degree to which scribal culture may have 

contributed to the process of state formation. 

Tappy is the G. Albert Shoemaker Professor of Bible and Archaeology. 

He also serves as director of the James L. Kelso Bible Lands Museum 

and as the project director and principal investigator of The Zeitah 

Excavations, the archaeological field project discussed in this text. His 

research and publication interests center on the interrelated nature of 

the cultural, political, and economic history of Iron Age Israel as well as 

the various ethnic groups with whom Israel interacted. He is a leading 

authority on the archaeology of Israelite Samaria and has written two 

books on that subject.

PtS NEWS
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uPCoMiNG EVENtS

uPComing PTS EvEnTS
may

3–7  Doctor of Ministry 

Eastern Christian Focus, Antiochian Village

7  Continuing Education  

Pittsburgh Pastoral Care Conference

13  Metro–urban institute  

AIDS Education

14–15  Pneuma    

Retreat

21 Metro–urban institute  

Ark of Excellence Celebration

25  Last Day of Classes

26–28  Reading/Exam Week

31  Memorial Day, Seminary Closed

June

3  Baccalaureate

4  Commencement

4–5  Annual Board of Directors Meeting

6–9  Continuing Education  

Insights into the Spiritual Journey/ Summer 

Leadership Conference, Michael Lindvall, Jane 

Vennard, and Edith Humphrey

7–18  Doctor of Ministry   

Parish Focus, Eckerd College

14–25  Doctor of Ministry   

Parish Focus, Pittsburgh

14–25  Doctor of Ministry   

Parish Focus, Phoenix

20–25  Continuing Education  

God’s Abiding Presence in Suffering

thursday, June 3 * Baccalaureate Service

6:30 p.m. 

Hicks Memorial Chapel 

Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Craig Barnes,  

Robert Meneilly Professor of Leadership and 

Ministry, PTS and Pastor, Shadyside 

Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh

Friday, June 4 214th Commencement

11:00 a.m. 

Alumnae/i and Awards Brunch 

Kadel Dining Room

4:00–6:00 p.m. Dinner

Pre-paid Tickets Required 

5:15 p.m. Graduates Robe

Chapel off the Narthex at ELPC

7:00 p.m. * 214th Commencement Ceremony

Speaker: Chaplain Barry C. Black  

(M.Div., D.Min.),  

Chaplain of the United States Senate 

Sanctuary at ELPC

8:30 p.m. Reception

Social Hall at ELPC 

Shuttles between PTS and East Liberty 

Presbyterian Church begin at 5:00 p.m. and 

run through 10:00 p.m.

gRaduaTion SChEduLE

42 PANORAMA

* Event open to the public
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uPCoMiNG EVENtS

PANORAMA 43

July

5  Seminary Closed

6–30  Summer Languages I

15–17  Miller Summer Youth institute 

Counselor Training

17–31  Miller Summer Youth institute  

2010 Summer Youth Institute

august

2–27 Summer Languages II

15–21  World Mission initiative  

Perspectives Course

16–27  Doctor of Ministry   

Science & Theology Focus

16–27  Doctor of Ministry    

Reformed Focus

27–28  Pneuma    

Retreat

27–28  PC(USA) Ordination Exams 

30–10  Doctor of Ministry    

Eastern Christian Focus, Antiochian Village

September

30–10  Doctor of Ministry   

Eastern Christian Focus, Antiochian Village

1–4  Orientation

6  Labor Day, Seminary Closed

7  Classes Begin, Convocation

10–11  Continuing Education   

Commissioned Lay Pastor Training

17–18  Pneuma    

Retreat

19–24  Continuing Education   

Spiritual Leadership: How to Lead Others  

with Spiritual Depth, Vision, and Skill  

(Spiritual Formation Elective)

25  Continuing Education   

Teacher Training Workshop

27–28  Continuing Education   

Christian Faith in a Post-Christendom World/ 

W. Don McClure Lectures,  

Jonathan J. Bonk

october

11–15  Continuing Education  

Training for Interim Ministry, Part I

 15–16  Pneuma   

Retreat

17–29  Alumnae/i    

Phonathon

22–23  Continuing Education  

Commissioned Lay Pastor Training

25–29  Continuing Education  

Human Development and Stages of Faith 

(Church Educators’ Certification)

28  Continuing Education  

Journey Inward Journey Outward

30  World Mission initiative 

Discerning Your Call to Mission
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Please note: All churches are Presbyterian and in Pittsburgh unless otherwise indicated.

AluMNAE/i NotES

1940s
Clifford Simpson ‘42 and his wife, Ella Mae, 

celebrated their 67th wedding anniversary Dec. 

29, 2009.

G. Leroy Selby ‘47 celebrated his 95th 

birthday Jan. 1, 2010. 

1950s
Robert Kelley ‘51 and his wife, Ruth, 

celebrated their 58th wedding anniversary Dec. 

29, 2009. Dr. Kelley taught for four Sundays 

in June on Philippians at his home church, 

Mt. Lebanon UP. The Kelleys’ new address 

is Providence Point, 300 Madison Ave., Apt. 

#611, Pittsburgh, PA l5243. 

William L. McClelland ‘51 served as chaplain 

to the 491st Bombardment Group (H) of the 8th

Air Force, the group he flew with as a combat 

pilot in World War II, 1944-1945. They recently 

had their final reunion in Pooler, Ga. at the 8th 

Air Force Memorial Museum. McClelland gave 

the memorial address at the “Chapel of the 

Fallen Eagles.” He is also gearing up to begin a 

new ministry in presbytery.

Wayne L. McCoy ‘53 had his first book 

published in November 2009. It is, Wayne`s 

Journal, The Story of the Wayne L. McCoy 

Family, 1774-2009. One part of the book 

relates to the three years he spent as a 

student at Western Theological Seminary. 

At graduation he was awarded a fellowship 

which enabled him to do graduate study 

at the University of Edinburgh, 1954-1956. 

Copies of McCoy’s book are in the Seminary’s 

Barbour Library, University of Pittsburgh 

Library, and in the United States Library of 

Congress. 

Frank E. Hare 

‘55/’58 received the 

Muskingum College 

Distinguished Service 

Award. The award is 

the college’s highest 

alumni honor. The 

DSA recognizes and 

honors alumni who 

have distinguished themselves through their 

professional endeavors and exemplary services 

to society. Hare has, throughout his 50-year 

pastoral career, devoted himself to the people 

of Appalachia serving small membership 

congregations and creating special ministries 

for youth and other populations in great need. 

Hare travels regularly to one of the poorest 

regions in Latin America, Rancho Ebenezer in 

Niquinohomo, Nicaragua, a demonstration 

and training facility to improve the quality of 

lives through agro-ecological development. 

His work has provided rural farmers with safe 

electrical systems, enabling them to achieve 

more effective use of their land and better 

lives for their families. 

Lester Phillips’ ‘55 wife, Margaret, died July 

2, 2009. 

Wayne Keller ‘55 has issued an invitation to 

The Celebration of Life Memorial for Wayne H. 

Keller to be held Sat., May 22, 2010. For more 

information, please call Wayne at 253-841-

3093. He plans to be there and hopes that 

others will join him.

Phillip Germaine’s ‘56 wife, Carol, died Nov. 

12, 2008 after a 12-year battle with Alzheimer 

disease.

Wayne Allen ‘57 and his wife, Lillian, 

are now residents of Messiah Village, a 

Continuing Care Retirement Community in the 

Harrisburg, Pa. area.

John L. Lewis ‘58 represented PHEWA 

at the Interfaith Summit on Mental Illness 

held at the National Shrine of Our Lady of 

the Snows, Belleville, Ill. The conference 

was sponsored by Pathways to Promise, 

an interfaith organization dedicated to 

cooperative ministries with those who have a 

mental illness and their families. Lewis led a 

seminar on prisons and mental illness. Last fall 

he also taught “Comfort My People” (a policy 

statement on serious mental Illness approved 

by the 218th General Assembly) at the Second 

PC, Nashville, Tenn.

James Shotwell ‘58 was able to complete 12 

weeks of heart rehabilitation and is looking 

forward to the end of a two-year season of 

health limitations. He attended a Maumee 

Valley Presbytery COM subcommittee meeting 

in Ottowa, Ohio in First Church. Shotwell 

preached at the Turning Point Church of God 

in Wauseon, Ohio at a mid-week service and 

sang for them.

Kenneth J. Wilkinson ’58 celebrated his 50th 

anniversary of ordained ministry June 8, 2008 

at the Worthington PC in Worthington, Ohio.

Lila Fay Achor ‘59 continues to recover from 

neck surgery that was the result of a fall in 

August 2008. 

1960s
Bob Armstrong ‘60 was the first United 

Methodist to graduate from PTS—his last 

name put him in front of his other four UMC 

classmates. He celebrated his 50th reunion this 

spring.

George Lower ‘60 accepted a part-time call 

to United Church of Christ, Orem, Utah.

Ted Hunniford’s ’60 wife, Joyce, broke 

her hip in March and is continuing her 

rehabilitation.
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AluMNAE/i NotES

Joseph J. Gasper ‘62 and his wife Violet 

celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary June 

21, 2009. Gasper is serving as supply pastor at 

Westminster PC, Deland, Fla. He recently took 

his 20th trip to the Holy Land with 29 others.

Carl W. Bogue ‘65 had his 1975 book, 

Jonathan Edwards and the Covenant of Grace, 

reprinted by the Jonathan Edwards Center 

at Yale University as Vol. 9 of their Jonathan 

Edwards Classic Studies Series. Information is 

available at http://edwards.yale.edu/blog. 

Bogue is pastor emeritus at Faith PC, Akron, 

Ohio, and has retired to Scottsdale, Ariz.

Ernest Peterson’s ‘65 wife, Evelyn, died 

Sept. 13, 2008. Evelyn (Edie) was the assistant 

librarian at PTS until August 1965.

Susan B. Peterson ‘67 is retired and enjoys 

being a part of a Stephen Leader Team 

to renew Stephen Ministry in her church, 

Tuskawilla PC, in Oviedo, Fla.

Donald P. Wilson ‘67 was presented a 

Distinguished Alumni Award from Waynesburg 

University in 2009. Wilson was recognized 

for his service to God, his community, and his 

alma mater. In 1992, Waynesburg University 

awarded Wilson an honorary Doctorate of 

Humane Letters degree. He has served on the 

Waynesburg University Board of Trustees since 

2000 and Alumni Council from 1991-1999. 

Dale O’Connell ‘69 is retired, but continuing 

his nutrition and anti-aging business and 

serving as pastor at United Trinity Parish, three 

denominations meeting as two congregations. 

Read O’Connell’s blog at www.trinityparish.

blogspot.com. His wife Linda serves 

Presbyterian churches in Lucas and Chariton, 

Iowa. “Four churches…too many potlucks for 

an old guy!”

1970s
Robert Salmon ‘70 is currently the interim 

pastor at First Church in Athens, Ohio.

John Rickloff ‘71 is serving as the interim 

pastor of Bethel Church in Bethel Park, Pa.

William Sutherland’s ‘72 wife, Nancy, died in 

May 2009.

Glen Doak ‘72/’80, pastor of First Church in 

Athens, Ga., recently wrote A Guidebook for 

a Pastor Search Committee (Desert Ministries 

Inc.).

Marian Bauer ‘73 began her new position 

as the director of Christian education at the 

Canfield Church in Canfield, Ohio in 2009. 

She will be working with Larry Bowald ‘93.

Marwood “Woody” Meredith’s ‘75 wife, 

Kathy, lost her battle to cancer in November 

2009.

L. Jalik Petty ‘76 is serving on the Doctoral 

Dissertation Committee at the University Of 

Phoenix Graduate School of Education. Petty 

wrote a new book, Foundation for Urban 

Ministry, Theology and Education.

Josephine Whitely-Fields ‘79 was appointed 

as the pastor of Bridgeville United Methodist 

Church.

Jim DiEgidio’s ’79 wife, Maria Showalter, 

died in November 2009 after suffering a 

stroke. A memorial scholarship fund has been 

established in Maria’s name at the Seminary.

Rich Cooper, Col (Ret.) ’79 is serving as the 

executive presbyter of Western Kentucky. 

His new daughter-in-law, the wife of his son 

Adam, is an Army chaplain and Presbyterian 

Minister of Word and Sacrament. Jennifer 

Rogers-Cooper has served two tours of duty 

in Iraq and is now stationed in Wiesbaden, 

Germany.

1980s
Dan Corll ‘80 was elected President of 

Presbytery Pastoral Care Network in 2008. 

PPCN educates, advocates, and encourages 

the well-being of pastors so that they may be 

productive and effective in their ministries.

Timothy M. Devine ‘82/’96 was awarded 

a grant from the 2008 Sabbatical Grants for 

Pastoral Leaders Program from The Louisville 

Institute. The program provides pastors 

and other religious leaders with sustained 

periods of time for reflective engagement 

with their life and work and issues related to 

contemporary religious leadership. Devine, 

who is serving in a co-pastorate with his wife 

Janice ‘83 at First PC of Endicott, N.Y., did his 

work on “Identity Forged by Relationships”.

Erik T. Johnson ‘83 is a Presbyterian minister 

and peace activist associated with the Oak 

Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance in Oak 

Ridge, Tenn. The group worked to talk with 

hundreds of people about US weapons 

production and the NPT prior to the gathering 

of the United Nations in April 2010 to review 

the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.

Tom Barnicott ’86 was appointed to serve 

as the pastor of the Monroeville United 

Methodist Church in Monroeville, Pa.

Gary Grau ‘87 was appointed to the First 

United Methodist Church in Waynesburg, Pa.

Jay Langley ‘87 was appointed to the First 

United Methodist Church in Murrysville, Pa.

Jeffery Sterling ‘88 was appointed to First 

United Methodist Church in Warren, Pa. He 

began his ministry there in 2009.

James C. Butler ‘89 was awarded his Doctor 

of Ministry from Princeton Theological 

Seminary in 2009. His research project and 

thesis was on suicide bereavement and its 

implications for the practice of ministry.
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AluMNAE/i NotES

Doug Gebhard ‘89 is doing interim work 

in Salisbury, N.C. at the John Calvin Church. 

His wife, Dr. Susan McMillin Gebhard, is the 

director of Teacher Education and Graduate 

Studies at Salem College.

1990s
Edward Saxman ‘93 was appointed to the 

Dempseytown United Methodist Church 

where he began his service in 2009.

John Zingaro ‘93 is returning to the Midwest 

where he has been called as the pastor of 

Westminster PC in Peoria, Ill. He lived in the 

region for 13 years, serving a church near 

Madison, Wis. before moving to the First 

Church of Newton, N.J. Zingaro also attended 

Pirate Fantasy Camp in Florida. 

Fred Soberg ‘93 is serving as the interim 

pastor of Mt. Pisgah Church in Greentree, Pa.

 

Larry Bowald ‘93 accepted a call to Canfield 

Church in Canfield, Ohio.

Bruce Ballantine ‘94 is serving as interim 

pastor at Pleasant Grove Church in 

Youngstown, Ohio.

John Dalles ‘94 has served the Wekiva PC 

in Longwood, Fla. since 1997. He is a hymn 

writer of international repute, with more than 

a dozen hymns published in eight national and 

international hymnals as well as in a volume 

of 65 of his hymns called Swift Currents and 

Still Waters. Many of Dalles’ hymns have been 

set as anthems as well. The Wekiva Church 

Chancel Choir presented a new original 

Christmas cantata entitled One Cold Clear 

Night in Bethlehem! The words for which 

were written by Dalles and music by sacred 

composer Dorothy J. Frisch. 

Mark Phillips ‘94, with his congregation of 

First Church in Mineral Ridge, Ohio, celebrated 

his 15th anniversary of ordination and 

installation. Phillip’s ministry is the longest of 

any pastor in the church’s 151-year history. He 

then accepted a call as pastor of First Church 

in Sag Harbor, N.Y. 

Susan Vande Kappelle ‘95 and her husband 

Bob became the proud grandparents of Jacob 

Peter Vande Kappelle March 31, 2009.

Cathy L. Newport Poff ‘96 is serving as the 

pastor of First United Methodist Church in 

Beaver, Pa.

Lou Nyiri ‘96 completed the 2008 Walt 

Disney World Marathon and raised more 

than $3,000 for Team in Training’s Leukemia/

Lymphoma Association.

Steve Satterfield ‘96 continues to serve as 

an Army chaplain. He recently served near 

Jalalabad, Afghanistan. He flew by helicopter 

weekly to visit with soldiers spread throughout 

the area. “Your prayers are appreciated for my 

fellow Warriors who have it harder and are 

living in a more dangerous area.”

Jonathan Taylor Haley ‘96 senior pastor of 

First PC of LaCrosse, Wis. recently competed 

for the fifth time in one of the most physically 

demanding events in the world of sport—the 

classic Ironman Triathlon—consisting of a 2.4 

mile swim, a 112 mile bike race, immediately 

followed by a full 26.2 mile marathon. 

Jonathan D. W. Lawrence ‘97 was awarded 

tenure and promoted to associate professor at 

Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y.

Mary Catherine (Kay) Day ‘97 accepted 

a call to the position of training chaplain/

Chigodi administrator in Malawi. She will serve 

a three-year term.

Keith Forkey ‘98 is serving New Life United 

Methodist Church in Wheeling, W.Va.

Roger Raymond Fischer ‘98. D.Min. is 

the pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Confluence, Pa. He began his ministry at the 

church this past summer. He was a member 

of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 

from 1966-1988.

William R. Beatty ‘98 was appointed to 

the Otterbein United Methodist Church in 

Pittsfield, Pa.

Holly Puett ‘99 is serving as the choir director 

of Faith United Methodist Church of Fox 

Chapel, Pa. She began her responsibilities in 

2009. 

Julie Thompson ‘99 has joined the staff at 

Athens First in Georgia where Glen Doak ‘72 

has been the senior pastor since 1996. She 

began her call as the associate pastor in 2009.

2000s
Hal Shafer ‘00 is serving as the interim senior 

pastor at First PC in Elk Rapids, Mich.

Jeffrey Conn ‘00 was appointed to the 

Meadow Lands and Fawcett United Methodist 

Churches in Washington County in July 2009.

Keith Lohr ’00 was appointed to the Calvary 

United Methodist Church in Uniontown, Pa.

Patrick Ewing ‘00 accepted a new call to 

Ardara United Church in Ardara, Pa. He began 

his service in 2009.

Clint Cottrell ‘00 was awarded his Doctor 

of Ministry from Trinity Episcopal School for 

Ministry, a seminary in Ambridge, Pa. 

Stephen J. Russell ‘01 is serving as the senior 

pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Baltimore, 

Md.
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James Davidson ‘02 was installed as the 

pastor of First Church in Elizabeth, where he 

had been serving as the designated pastor. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery Moderator Don Ewing 

‘72/’81 participated in the service along with 

PTS alums Tami Hooker ‘02 and Thomas 

Menk ‘88.

Patty Comini-Miller ‘02 was appointed to 

the Scenery Hill/Davidson United Methodist 

Church.

S. Michael Marinkovic ‘02 was ordained 

to Minister of Word and Sacrament by the 

Beaver-Butler Presbytery in 2009 at First PC of 

New Brighton where he is serving as a parish 

associate. Taking part in the service were PTS 

graduates John Dickey ‘80, pastor of First 

Church, and Paul Holland ‘86. Marinkovic 

also works with the residents at McGuire 

Home and is part of the pastoral team.

Bill Mumaw ‘03 was installed by the Beaver-

Butler Presbytery as the pastor of Center 

United Church in 2009. Carolyn Cranston 

‘99 preached the sermon; Connie Dunn 

‘04, Moderator of Beaver-Butler Presbytery, 

conducted the installation; and Allison Bauer 

’05, pastor of Frankfort  UPC in Paris, Pa. gave 

the Charge to the Pastor. 

Carey Jo Johnston ‘03 traveled with Literacy 

& Evangelism International (LEI) to Malawi 

and Ivory Coast in 2009. “What I found 

along the way, once again, was how God 

continually connects us together as believers.” 

She continues to teach about the basics of 

creating literacy primers. Johnston’s ministry 

continues in Canada with church visits and 

plans for literacy and ESL trainings. She and 

her husband Paul continue to minister at Knox 

Bobcaygeon. 

Dennis Johnson ‘03 has been appointed 

to Sheffield and Barnes United Methodist 

Churches. He moved to Sheffield, Pa. where 

he began his new position in 2009.

Don Brauer ‘03 was appointed to the Calvary 

United Methodist Church in Johnstown, Pa.

Lois Swestyn ‘03 was ordained an elder 

and elected to Full Membership of The 

United Methodist Church during the Western 

Pennsylvania Annual Conference in June 2009.

Alice Phillips ‘04 accepted a call to Creston 

Church in Creston, Ohio. She began her 

pastorate there in 2009.

B. DeNeice Welch ‘04 accepted a call as 

the installed pastor of Bidwell PC, where she 

had been serving as the designated pastor. 

She was installed in July. Participating in her 

installation service were Carmen Cox Harwell 

‘01, and DeNeice’s husband, John Welch ‘02.

Connie Dunn ‘04 is serving as the chaplain 

to the Hospice of Visiting Nurses Association 

in the Butler, Pa. area and is currently the 

moderator of Beaver-Butler Presbytery.

LaMont Jones ‘04 launched www.

TheStyleArbiter.com in 2009.

Hal Garlick ‘04 and Connie Garlick ‘03 

accepted a call to the Amity United Church 

of Christ in Meyersdale, Pa. He will serve as 

senior pastor and she will serve as associate 

pastor. 

Eugene Blackwell ‘05 is the organizing 

pastor of The House of Manna in Pittsburgh’s 

Homewood neighborhood. They are taking 

Jesus to the people on the street using 

everyday people who are living the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. See page 14 for the full story. 

Deborah Warren ‘05 was installed as 

the pastor of Second United Church of 

Wilkinsburg, Pa. She had been serving there 

as the designated pastor. Seminary graduates 

who participated in the service were Don 

Ewing ‘72/’81, Dan Corll ‘80/’01, and 

Beverly James ‘81.

Rebecca Mihm ‘05 was ordained in the 

PC(USA) in November 2008.

Lorrie Ghering ‘05 was engaged to Daniel 

Burick August 15, 2009.

Elizabeth Broschart ‘06 became the installed 

pastor of the Gladden Church, where she 

had been serving as the designated pastor, in 

June 2009. PTS graduates participating in the 

service were Catherine (Kay) Day ‘97, James 

Kirk ‘08, Rebecca Cartus ‘06, and current 

student Sharon Stewart.

Jeffrey P. Paschal ‘06, D.Min., accepted a call 

to First Church in Wooster, Ohio. He recently 

had three essays published in Feasting on 

the Word: Preaching the Revised Common 

Lectionary (Year B, Vol 2). Six additional 

essays are scheduled for publication in future 

volumes in the series.

Lisa M. Kerestesi ‘06 made history when 

she became the first woman ever ordained 

into the Christian Ministry in the sanctuary 

of the 109-year old congregation of the First 

Hungarian Reformed Church of Homestead. 

Taking part in the service was PTS graduate, 

Ilona Komjathy ‘01, pastor of the Pittsburgh 

Hungarian Reformed Church, who read the 

Scripture lesson. Lisa will serve the Homestead 

congregation in a part time capacity along 

with the current pastor.

Paul Taylor ‘06 was ordained as elder and 

elected to Full Membership of The United 

Methodist Church.

Scott Woodlee ‘06, pastor of the Franklin 

Christian and Missionary Alliance Church, was 

ordained. The ordination charge was given 

by Jeffrey Norris ‘93, district superintendent 

of the Western Pennsylvania Christian and 

Missionary Alliance Church. 

William Hastings ‘06 was ordained as an 

elder and elected to Full Membership of The 

United Methodist Church.
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2000s continued
Cyndi Bloise ‘06 was ordained at the Western 

Pennsylvania Annual Conference of The United 

Methodist Church at Grove City College. 

She is currently appointed to Center Avenue 

United Methodist Church in Pitcairn, Pa.

Arnie McFarland ‘07 is now serving Park 

Avenue and Christ United Methodist Churches 

in the Johnston, Pa. area.

Derek Campbell ‘07 and his congregation 

were blessed to celebrate the 125th anniversary 

of their Brockway church in May 2009. 

Seminary President Bill Carl preached in 

worship. Also on hand for the celebration was 

Calian Award winner and former PTS security 

guard, Ed Kenderski.

Jason Schweinberg ‘07 joined several PTS 

graduates at the Western Pennsylvania Annual 

Conference to be commissioned and elected 

to provisional elder in The United Methodist 

Church.

Johanna Wagner ‘07 accepted a call to 

Culver Academies in Culver, Ind. as the 

director of religious programs. She coordinates 

the department’s various programs and 

services, provides pastoral care to the Culver 

community through the health center and 

teaches in the humanities and wellness 

departments. Culver Academies is an 

independent college preparatory boarding 

school comprised of Culver Military Academy 

and Culver Girls Academy.

Karen (Kate) Marie Russick Huddelson 

(Waxer) ‘07 accepted a call as the pastor 

of First PC in Ionia, Mich. She was ordained 

to Minister of Word and Sacrament by the 

Presbytery of Detroit at her home church, Kirk 

in the Hills, in Bloomfield, Mich. in October. 

Elizabeth Broschart ‘06, pastor of Gladden 

UP Church in McDonald, Pa. and PTS Board 

member Norman Pritchard participated in the 

service.

Philip Oehler ‘07 accepted a call as the 

pastor of The PC at Woodbury, in N.J. He 

began his service in August 2009.

Sarina Odden Meyer ‘07 and her husband, 

Brett, became the proud parents of Micah 

Odden Meyer July 17, 2007. Sarina was 

ordained to Minister of Word and Sacrament 

at the Eastminster Church where she is serving 

as a quarter-time temporary supply associate 

pastor. Participants in the service of ordination 

included, Michael Gehrling ‘08; Kimberly 

Merrell ‘07; Don Ewing ‘72/’81; John 

Burgess, James Henry Snowden Professor of 

Systematic Theology at PTS; Scott Sunquist, 

Professor of World Christianity at PTS; and 

current student, Lynn Cox.

Timothy Bowser ‘07 was appointed as the 

pastor of Valley Chapel United Methodist 

Church in Juneau, Pa.

Timothy J. Becker ‘07 represented the 

Seminary at the inauguration of the 16th 

president of Union Theological Seminary, 

Serene Jones, in November 2008. 

Chris Davis ‘07 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament by the Presbytery 

of Baltimore on in 2009. Ellie Johns ‘00 

preached the sermon for the service. Davis 

accepted a call to First Church in Bel Air, Md. 

where he serves as the associate pastor.

Steven B. Brand ‘07 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament in June 2009. He is in 

a tent making ministry and serving as stated 

supply of Wickliffe PC in Ohio.

Allen Thompson ‘08 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament at First 

Church in Lenore, N.C.

Karlin Bilcher ‘08 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament in June 2009. He 

accepted a call to serve as associate pastor of 

First Church in Anchorage, Ala.

Brian Keller ‘08 was commissioned and 

elected to provisional elder in The United 

Methodist Church. He was appointed to the 

Clymer Charge in Clymer, Pa. 

Justin Judy ‘08 was commissioned and 

elected to provisional elder of The United 

Methodist Church.

Katelyn Hendrickson ‘08 is a candidate 

under care of the Kiski Committee on 

Preparation for Ministry, and serves as pulpit 

supply for the congregations. She is also 

preparing for her placement as a Young 

Adult Volunteer in Tucson, Ariz. She will be 

working with the Borderlands ministry with 

a specific assignment to be determined. 

Hendrickson would appreciate prayers as she 

embarks on this journey and anyone interested 

in supporting her ministry may e-mail 

katelynjeanhendrickson@gmail.com or call 

814-591-1734.

Helen Darsie ‘08 sensed God calling her 

to serve at the US Center for World Mission 

in Pasadena, Calif. There her responsibilities 

include organizing, scanning, and cataloging 

their archives and filling in gaps of missing 

information by doing research. She is currently 

gathering a team of prayer and financial 

supporters who will join her in this ministry. 

If this interests you, please contact Darsie at 

724-312-8175 or mdarsie@pts.edu. 

Betty Angelini ‘09 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament by the Presbytery 

of Pittsburgh. John E. White ‘82/’09, dean 

of students and vice president for student 

services at Columbia Theological Seminary, 

preached the sermon. Angelini will continue 
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to serve as the executive director of Crestfield 

Camp and Conference Center in Slippery 

Rock, Pa.

Brett Dinger ‘09 was commissioned and 

elected to provisional elder in The United 

Methodist Church. He was appointed to the 

Black Lick UMC in the Indiana District.

Carl Hendrickson ‘09 is serving an internship 

at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Canonsburg, 

Pa.

Chip Blackshear ‘09 accepted a call as the 

pastor of First Church in Corpus Christi, Texas, 

where he began serving last August. He was 

ordained to Minister of Word and Sacrament 

by the South Louisiana Presbytery at the Grace 

Church in Lafayette, La. in November during 

which President Carl preached the ordination 

sermon. 

Dana Wilmot ‘09 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament by the Presbytery of 

Kiskiminetas at Grace PC in Kittanning, Pa., 

where he was also installed as the pastor. 

Participating in his ordination and installation 

service from PTS was Brenda Barnes ‘07.

Donna Gabler ‘09 was granted provisional 

deacons status by The United Methodist 

Church. She was appointed to Charter Oak 

Untied Methodist Church in Greensburg, Pa. 

as the associate pastor.

Kellie Wild ’09 was commissioned and 

elected to provisional elder. She is serving as 

the program director for Light of Life Rescue 

Mission.

Laura E. Strauss ‘09 was ordained by the 

Pittsburgh Presbytery to Minister of Word 

and Sacrament at the First United PC of 

Tarentum, where she had served as a student 

pastor for two years. Participating in the 

ordination service from PTS were, Michelle 

Wahila ‘05, associate pastor of Third Church; 

Jennifer Haddox ‘06, associate director of 

World Mission Initiative, who preached the 

sermon “Beautiful Feet”; Don Ewing ‘72/’81, 

moderator of Pittsburgh Presbytery; and 

her father, Clint Cottrell ‘00, senior pastor 

of Cypress Lake in Ft. Myers, Fla. Strauss 

accepted a call as the designated pastor of 

Clinton United PC where she was installed in 

September. Those in the service of installation 

associated with PTS were Don Ewing 

‘72/‘81, Presbytery moderator; Scott Sunquist, 

professor of world Christianity, who preached 

the sermon “Not Ashamed”; Ellie Johns ‘00, 

associate director of admissions and director 

of the Miller Summer Youth Institute; John 

Burgess, James Henry Snowden Professor of 

Systematic Theology; and Carolyn Cranston 

‘99, director of alumnae/i and church relations.

Mark Mong ‘09 accepted a call as the pastor 

of Mowrystown Church in Mowrystown, Ohio. 

He was ordained to Minister of Word and 

Sacrament in September.

Nadia Mullin ‘09 accepted a call as the 

associate pastor of the PC of the Cross in 

Omaha, Neb.

Pamela Armstrong ‘09 was appointed by 

The United Methodist Church to the Light 

of Life Rescue Mission as the coordinator of 

education and employment.

Randi L. Henderson ‘09 accepted a call to 

the Mount Comfort PC in Fayetteville, Ark. 

She was ordained to Minister of Word and 

Sacrament and installed at Mount Comfort.

Steve Allman ‘09 is serving as an intern for 

rural and migrant ministries for the Presbytery 

of Albany, N.Y.

Tina Keller ‘09 was commissioned and 

elected to provisional elder in the Western 

Pennsylvania Conference of The United 

Methodist Church. She was appointed to 

the Mahaffey United Methodist Parish in 

Mahaffey, Pa. 

Christopher Morgan ‘09 became a 

provisional elder at the Western Pennsylvania 

Annual Conference. He was appointed to 

Christ United Methodist Church in Bethel Park, 

Pa. 

Michael Ludwig ‘09 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament at Oakmont 

Church by the Presbytery of Pittsburgh in 

November 2009. Scott Sunquist, professor of 

world Christianity, preached the ordination 

sermon and Don Dawson, director of the 

World Mission Initiative, was the moderator’s 

appointee. Steven Wilson ‘00 and Brad 

Walters ‘05 also participated in the service. 

Ludwig accepted a call to serve as associate 

pastor of Overbrook Church in Columbus, 

Ohio where he was installed in November by 

the Presbytery of Scioto Valley. Jon Siehl ‘68 

preached for the service of installation.
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Weddings
Kathryn “Kay” George ‘82 was married 

to George Balderose April 18, 2009. He is a 

professional bagpiper and the co-founder and 

executive director of the Balmoral School of 

Piping. The couple lives in Pittsburgh, where 

Kay serves as the part-time temporary supply 

associated pastor at First Church with Pastor 

and Head of Staff Tom Hall ‘08. 

Ellen Campbell ‘02 and current D.Min. 

student, Ernest L. Gardner III, were married 

May 16, 2009. Their celebration was held at 

First Church in Norfolk, Va. with a reception at 

the Historic Eastville Inn on the Eastern Shore 

of Virginia. Carolyn Cranston ‘99 officiated 

at the service.

Jeff Bobin ‘04 married Kerry Wolfrom 

Bobin July 10, 2009. They are now serving 

the Cambridge Springs and New Richmond 

United Methodist Churches in the Western 

Pennsylvania Conference.

Kristin Jolene Beckstrom ‘04 and Michael 

Joseph Widrich were married at First PC in 

Moncks Corner, S.C. April 18, 2009. The 

couple makes their home in South Carolina 

where Kristin serves at the church where they 

were married.

Heather Tunney ‘07 and David Schoenewolf 

were married at the East Liberty PC, where 

Heather serves as an associate pastor, on Oct. 

4, 2008. They have made their home in East 

Liberty.

Rebecca Woomer McGee ‘09 followed her 

spring graduation from PTS with a wedding. 

She was united with Mark R. McGee May 30, 

2009. Rebecca and Mark make their home in 

Virginia.

Births
John Shaver ‘98, his 

wife, Michele, and 

big sister, Madison, 

welcomed baby 

Kendal Mary, June 

14, 2009, weighing 

7 lbs. 3 oz. and was 21 inches long.

Tim Black ’04 and 

wife, Kelly, were 

joined by big brother 

Micah in welcoming 

the newest member 

of the family, Liam Hunter Black. Liam was 

born May 21, 2009, weighed 8 lbs. 11 oz. and 

was 18.5 inches long.

Erin ‘05 and Derek 

Davenport ’05 

announced the birth 

of their son Sept. 28 

at 10:17 p.m. Dylan 

was born at 10 lbs. 1 oz. and 22.5 inches 

long.

Michelle Wahila ‘05 and her husband, Kevin, 

welcomed Orrin Connor Wahila (who goes 

by Connor) into the world Jan. 15, 2009 at 

4:23 a.m. He weighed 5 lbs. 9 oz. and was 20 

inches long.

Chad Collins ‘05 and his wife, Johanna, 

welcomed their new son, Sabeel, July 15, 

2009 at 10:00 a.m. The baby weighed 10 lbs. 

6 oz. and was 23 inches long. SABEEL (Arabic 

for “the way”) SATIYA (Sanskrit for “the 

truth”) IOSA (Gaelic for Jesus) is his full name. 

Caroline ‘06 and Timothy Becker ‘07 

announced the arrival of their first child, Luke 

Allen Becker. He arrived at 4:50 a.m. on May 

1, 2009, weighing 7 lbs. 1 oz. and was 20 

inches long. Professor Scott Sunquist and his 

wife Nancy are the delighted grandparents.

Kristen Henthorn Knouff ‘07 and her 

husband, Joe, are the proud parents of 

Andrew Joseph Knouff born Oct. 9, 2008. 

Andrew was born at 7:15 p.m., weighed 8 lbs. 

3 oz., and was 21.5 inches long.

Dan Frayer-Griggs ‘08 and his wife, Jennifer 

Frayer-Griggs, a current student, became 

the proud parents of a new baby boy. Jonah 

Stewart Frayer-Griggs was born Aug. 31, 

2009.

Jill Terpstra ‘08 and her husband, Jeff, are 

the proud new parents of Jacquelyn Hope 

Terpstra, born Sept. 12, 2009. She weighed 6 

lbs. 5 oz. and was 20 inches long.

Michael Ludwig ‘09 and his wife, Rachel, 

are the proud first-time parents of Adeline 

Beth Ludwig. Don Dawson, director of the 

Seminary’s World Mission Initiative, and his 

wife Ginny are Adeline’s grandparents. She 

was born Sept. 4, 2009 weighing 8 lbs. 6 oz. 

and was 20.25 inches long.

Retirements
Marion McCoy ‘60 retired as pastor of Valley 

Stream PC, Long Island, N.Y., in 2007.

John Dromazos ‘67 retired from the Central 

Pennsylvania Conference of The United 

Methodist Church in 2009 after 42 years of 

ministry. He will continue to be the director 

of Chi Rho Singers, the ministers’ choir of 

the Conference, and serve as dean of the 

Licensing School for Local Pastors. He and his 

wife, Barbara, are living in Fayetteville, Pa.

James G. Bell ‘69 was honorably retired from 

the Presbytery of Great Rivers in 2007.

Jud Dolphin ‘72 

retired as AARP 

state director in 

Maine to join the 

Peace Corps. He will 

partner with Ukrainian NGO’s in organizational 

development. Dolphin welcomes e-mails from 

his Seminary friends at juddolphin@gmail.

com.

Kent Garner ‘76 retired from the Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church in Fairport, N.Y. after serving 

as the senior pastor for 31 years. During 

his tenure, the church underwent major 

renovations and the membership grew from 

100 members to nearly 1,000. The church is 

well known for the music program and for 

education with a Sunday school that included 

more than 200 people. Garner gave his last 

sermon at the church in 2008.

Mark Orr ‘84 was honorably retired from the 

Southern New England Presbytery in 2008.

Donald Woodford ‘86 was honorably retired 

from the Northern Plains Presbytery in 2008.
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James h. 
Blackwood ’33
Erie, Pa.
Nov. 28, 2008

Edmund W. 
Machamer ’34
Bend, Ore.
Dec. 16, 1994

Donald K. 
McGarrah ’35
Grove City, Pa.
Nov. 6, 2004

Roy W. townsend 
’40
Nottingham, Pa.
Sept. 16, 2008

George Kehrli ’42
Sun City, Calif.
April 1, 2007

Franklin W. harper 
’43
Frankfort, Ind.
Dec. 14, 2008

irvin Elligan ’44
Miami, Fla.
Jan. 1, 2009

C. Edwin houk ’45
Massillon, Ohio
Nov. 18, 2008

harold h. 
McConnell Jr. ’45 
New Bern, N.C.  
Dec. 14, 2009

William P. Cooke 
’47
Cortland, Ohio
Aug. 22, 2009

James i. Davis ’47
Dayton, Ohio
Dec. 29, 2008

Kenneth V. 
Kettlewell ’47
Springfield, Ohio
Aug. 25, 2009

William J. Brown 
’50
Lancaster, Pa.
Nov. 23, 2009

Mark h. Caldwell 
’50
Redford, Mich.
April 24, 2009

howard E. 
Rosebaugh ’50
Murray, Ky.
June 26, 2007 

James R. Shott ’50
Cocoa, Fla.
March 10, 2007

harold E. Kurtz ’51
Portland, Ore.
Dec. 18, 2009

Dorothy McCleery 
Redding ‘51
Delaware, Ohio
April 7, 2008

S. Robb Mclaughlin 
‘51
Millersburg, Ohio
May 6, 2009

Robert R. Wilson 
’51
Ocean Springs, Miss.
Jan. 8, 2009

lawrence l. Glover 
’52
Lancaster, Pa.
July 23, 2009

Sara E. Grohman 
’52
Knoxville, Tenn.
March 16, 2010

Kenneth D. 
McArthur ’52
Lakeland, Fla.
June 7, 2009

Francis M. Blair ’53
Bradenton, Fla.
May 15, 2009

Robert W. Gibson 
Jr. ’53
Trinity, Fla.
May 10, 2009

John F. 
hollongsworth ’54
Nashville, Tenn.
March 18, 2010

Nancy J. Dietrich 
’54
Des Moines, Iowa
April 27, 2008

William A. 
Walmsley ’54
Milwaukee, Wis.
July 4, 2001

h. Walter White ’54
Mercer, Pa.
Dec. 12, 2009

Warren J. Frahm 
‘55
Ames, Iowa
Aug. 31, 2008

Donald Grant 
huston ‘55
West Chester, Pa.
June 13, 2009

tyler l. Johnson 
Jr. ‘55
Middletown, R.I.
April 23, 2009

Neil M. Stevenson 
’55
Williamsburg, Va.
Nov. 21, 2009

harold W. Bowman 
‘56
Odessa, Fla.
July 28, 2009

Donald harold 
lammers ’56
Cortland, N.Y.
Jan. 5, 2010

Donald E. Calhoun 
’57
New Smyrna Beach, 
Fla.
Feb. 16, 2007

Walter M. Elwood 
’57
Perkasie, Pa.
Feb. 4, 2009

James W. Matz ’57
Coraopolis, Pa.
Aug. 1, 2009

Robert M. Marsano 
’58
West Springfield, 
Mass.
May 31, 2009

Milton J. Sage ’58
Swissvale, Pa.
June 18, 2009

William h. Douglas 
’59
Urbandale, Iowa
Dec. 17, 2009

Frederick J. horst 
’59
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nov. 28, 2008

Kenneth Slater ’59
Harleysville, Pa.
2007

Charles A. Van 
Dyne ’59
Mercer, Pa.
Dec. 25, 2009

Wayne E. Faust ’60
Charlotte, N.C.
Dec. 21, 2009

Carl thomas lane 
’60
Bellingham, Wash.
Aug. 20, 2009

John h. Williams 
’60
The Villages, Fla.
Oct. 26, 2008

leonard Edward 
Durbin ’61
Westfield, N.Y.
April 12, 2009

Richard lee Meyer 
’61
Van Nuys, Calif. 
July 25, 2009

harold E. 
Greenway ’62
Grove City, Pa.
July 28, 2009

Donald l. hartman 
’62
Chehalis, Wash.
Dec. 17, 2008

William J. Provost 
’62
Pittsburgh, Pa.
March 6, 2010

William G. Morris 
’63
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Feb. 5, 2009

irvin lee Page ’63
Kane, Pa.
Aug. 8, 2008

J. Paul Cameron 
iV ’64
Washington, Pa.
Aug. 24, 2009

Clinton C. Glenn 
Jr. ’67
Bethesda, Md.
Feb. 4, 2009

Robert Douglas 
Forsythe ’70/’85
Allison Park, Pa.
Nov. 22, 2008

James l. Smith ’71
Mansfield, Ohio
June 23, 2009

Janet louise hoyt 
Goble ’73
Lincoln, Neb.
Dec. 2, 2008

Raymond W. 
Saunders ’73
Munhall, Pa.
Dec. 20, 2009

James E. Jacobs ’76
Kokomo, Ind.
April 14, 2009

Wayne M. Bell ’84
Slippery Rock, Pa.
Sept. 3, 2009

Glenn Catlin ’84
St. Petersburg, Fla.
Aug. 5, 2008

Daniel M. Venglarik 
’84
Boardman, Ohio
May 3, 2007

George R. long ’86
Glens Falls, N.Y.
April 23, 2008

Ronald h. Riffle ’86
Lanexa, Va.
Oct. 28, 2008

Susan A. Foxall ’92
Chester, Va.
April 20, 2009

Elizabeth B. Zbilut 
’92
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Feb. 17, 2009

John P. Davis iii ’95
Painesville, Ohio
March 17, 2007

Christine Maclean 
’99
Jefferson Hills, Pa.
Nov. 1, 2008

Cynthia l. Majzlik 
’01
New Brighton, Pa.
Feb. 11, 2009
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F
rank ’53 and Barbara Jones know what challenge is all 

about. Thirty years ago and well into their pastoral ministry, 

Frank was badly injured by a driver who ran into his car 

while he was idling at a stoplight. The strong and ever-

present support of their congregation proved invaluable, 

and Frank eventually recovered.

Now 82, he stays as active and involved as he can, and Barbara 

continues to be a rock of support and companionship. He draws further 

encouragement from knowing that parishioners entered the ministry 

from every church he had the privilege of pastoring.

The Joneses have also found joy in giving. Not only do they make 

regular unrestricted gifts to Pittsburgh Seminary’s Annual Fund, but 

they have also, in their words, “provided an assortment of gifts in our 

estate planning”—permanent memorial funds, charitable gift annuities, 

insurance policies, and more.

Originally from the Pittsburgh area but now long-time residents of 

Georgia, Frank and Barbara have made these permanent provisions for 

his seminary alma mater 

to ensure the continuance 

of the scripturally sound, 

intellectually rigorous 

theological education 

we are committed to 

providing for future 

leaders of the Church. 

“We believe in 

Pittsburgh Seminary—

specifically!” Frank 

insists.

For information on how you can join Frank and Barbara as members of 

the John S. McMillan Planned Giving Society—named after the founder 

and father of Protestant theological education in Western Pennsylvania 

and the surrounding region—please call or write Nancy Hammond, 

administrative assistant to the vice president for advancement, at 

412-924-1376 / nhammond@pts.edu, or the Rev. Carolyn Cranston 

’99, director of alumnae/i and church relations, at 412-924-1375 / 

ccranston@pts.edu.

Franklin T. and barbara Jones members, 
The John S. mcmillan Planned  
giving Society


